We are church together! St. Paul is collaborating with St. John’s and Immanuel for virtual worship. You can
access the video worship by clicking HERE. You can call the toll free number 1-888-975-5536 and worship
whenever it is convenient for you!
The Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 25, 2021
Tri Church Worship
PRELUDE
WELCOME
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
All: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P: Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for
the gift of baptism. We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you
make us new, leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. We bless you,
risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth,
like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of
cool water shared with strangers. Breathe your peace on your church when we
hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. Send us companions
on our journey as we share your life. Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our
hearts. Shower us with life. To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in
the glory of God, now and forever.
All: Amen
CANTICLE OF PRAISE
“Now the Feast and Celebration”
Refrain
Now the feast and celebration,
all of creation sings for joy
to the God of life and love and freedom;
praise and glory forevermore!
1

Now is the feast of the Lamb once slain,
whose blood has freed and united us
to be one great people of God. Refrain

2

Power and riches, wisdom and might,
all honor and glory to Christ forever. Refrain

3

For God has come to dwell with us,
to make us people of God;
to make all things new. Refrain

Text and Music: Marty Haugen
Text and music © 1980 GIA Publications, Inc. Permission to stream obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #709551-A
All rights reserved.

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit is with you all.
All: And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray. O God of connection you are the root of all life and love. Nourish our life in Christ’s resurrection,
that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
All: Amen.
WORD
FIRST READING
1 John 4:7-21 (NRSV)
A reading from 1 John.
7

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.
Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in this way:
God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God
but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so
much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us,
and his love is perfected in us. 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of
his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15God
abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So we have known and believe
the love that God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.
17
Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is,
so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment,
and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I
love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they
have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is this: those who
love God must love their brothers and sisters also.
8

L: Word of God, word of life.
All: Thanks be to God.
PSALM IN SONG
“This is the Day that the Lord has Made”
(based on Psalm 118)
Leader: This is the day
Echo: This the day
Leader: that the Lord has made.
Echo: that the Lord has made.
Leader: I will rejoice
Echo: I will rejoice
Leader: and be glad in it.
Echo: and be glad in it.
All: This is the day that the Lord has made. I will rejoice and be glad in it.
Leader: This is the day
Echo: This the day
All: that the Lord has made.

GOSPEL
John 2:1-11 (NRSV)
P: The holy gospel according to John.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 2 Jesus and his
disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They
have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet
come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 6 Now standing there were six stone water
jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars
with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8 He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the chief
steward.” So they took it. 9 When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know where it
came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom 10 and said to
him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But
you have kept the good wine until now.” 11 Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed
his glory; and his disciples believed in him.
P: The gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
Pastor Pat Esker, Northern Illinois Synod Assistant to the Bishop
HYMN OF THE DAY
“We know That Christ is Raised”
1

We know that Christ is raised and dies no more.
Embraced by death, he broke its fearful hold,
and our despair he turned to blazing joy.
Hallelujah!

2

We share by water in his saving death.
Reborn, we share with him an Easter life,
as living members of our Savior Christ.
Hallelujah!

3

The Father's splendor clothes the Son with life.
The Spirit's fission shakes the church of God.
Baptized, we live with God the Three in One.
Hallelujah!

4

A new creation comes to life and grows
as Christ's new body takes on flesh and blood.
The universe restored and whole will sing:
Hallelujah!

Music: Charles V. Stanford
Text © John B. Geyer
Permission to stream obtained by ONE LICENSE, License #709551-A
All rights reserved.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P: Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who hears and loves.
Each petition ends with these words:
P: God who brings new life,
All: hear our prayer.
The prayers conclude with these words:
P: In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness and
mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.
PEACE
P: The peace of Christ is with you always. Enjoy it and share it!
MEAL
OFFERING PRAYER
P: God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and the gifts we
offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.
All: Amen.
COMMUNION LITURGY
P: The Lord is with you.
All: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give God thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to
you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb
who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal
life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all
their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
Holy, Holy, Holy
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Text and Music: Marty Haugen
Text and music © 1980 GIA Publications, Inc.
Permission to stream obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #709551-A All rights reserved.

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after
supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my

blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The risen Christ invites us to taste and see that the Lord is Good! Come, eat and be satisfied.
COMMUNION
Body of Christ, given in love for you.
Blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
COMMUNION MUSIC
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: Let us pray. Wellspring of joy,
All: through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us
as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
BLESSING
P: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. The God of life,
bless you now and forever.
All: Amen.
SENDING SONG
“Shout To the Lord”
My Jesus, my Savior,
Lord, there is none like you.
All of my days I want to praise
the wonders of your mighty love.
My comfort, my shelter,
tower of refuge and strength;
let ev'ry breath, all that I am
never cease to worship you.
Shout to the Lord, all the earth, let us sing
power and majesty, praise to the King.
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar
at the sound of your name.
I sing for joy at the work of your hands;

forever I'll love you, forever I'll stand.
Nothing compares to the promise I have in you.
Text and Music: Darlene Zschech
Text and music © 1993 Darlene Zschech/Hillsong Publishing, admin, in USA & Canada Intergrity’s Hosanna! Music
Streamed with Permission. CCLI License #623383

DISMISSAL
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
All: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P: Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
All: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
POSTLUDE
From Evangelical Lutheran Worship. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission Augsburg
Fortress under license # 14330-LIT. All hymns Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-711196. All rights reserved.

Thank you for joining us in worship today! Thank you for your on-going support of the mission and ministry
of St. Paul through your prayers, service and giving!

