
 

We are church together! St. Paul is collaborating with St. John’s and Immanuel for virtual worship. You can 

access the video worship by clicking HERE. You can call the toll free number 1-888-975-5536 and worship 

whenever it is convenient for you! 

 

The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 25, 2022 

Tri Church Worship 

 

PRELUDE 

“Great Is the Lord” 
Words and Music by Michael W. Smith & Deborah D. Smith 

Arranged by Lloyd Larson 

Lorenz Publishing, used with permission 

 

WELCOME 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. 

All: Amen. 

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning 

us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that 

we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

All: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. 

By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you 

with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

All: Amen. 

 

SONG 

“Glory to God” 

 

Refrain 

Glory to God in the highest, the highest, and peace to 

God’s people on earth. 

 

1 Lord, God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for  

your glory. Refrain 

 

2 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the  

Father: receive our prayer. Refrain 

 

https://stpaulsterling.com/sermons/9-25-22-online-worship


 

3 For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. Amen. Amen. 

 

Final refrain 

Glory to God in the highest, the highest, and peace to 

God’s people on earth. Glory to God in the highest, the 

highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

 

GREETING & OPENING PRAYER 

P: The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, the love of Christ that guards our hearts and minds, and 

the joy and consolation of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray. O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled world. Feed us with your grace, 

and grant us the treasure that comes only from you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All: Awaken us to your presence and love O God. We come to worship you. Amen. 

 

WORD 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

“Alleluia”  

Alleluia, Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia! 
Marty Haugen 

Copyright © 1991 by GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 South Mason Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60638. 

All rights reserved. Printed in the United States of America. 

 

GOSPEL 

Luke 19:47--20:1-26 (NRSV) 

The Holy Gospel of Luke, chapter 19. 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
47 Every day Jesus was teaching in the temple. The chief priests, the scribes, and the leaders of the people kept 

looking for a way to kill him, 48 but they did not find anything they could do, for all the people were spellbound 

by what they heard.  
20:1 One day as Jesus was teaching the people in the temple and proclaiming the good news, the chief priests and 

the scribes came with the elders 2 and said to him, “Tell us, by what authority are you doing these things? Who is 

it who gave you this authority?” 3 Jesus answered them, “I will also ask you a question, and you tell me: 4 Did the 

baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” 5 They discussed it with one another, saying, “If 

we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say, ‘Why did you not believe him?’ 6 But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ all the 

people will stone us, for they are convinced that John was a prophet.” 7 So they answered that they did not know 

where it came from. 8 Then Jesus said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.” 
9 Jesus began to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard and leased it to tenants and went away for 

a long time. 10 When the season came, he sent a slave to the tenants in order that they might give him his share of 

the produce of the vineyard, but the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 11 Next he sent another 

slave; that one also they beat and insulted and sent away empty-handed. 12 And he sent still a third; this one also 

they wounded and threw out. 13 Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my beloved 

son; perhaps they will respect him.’ 14 But when the tenants saw him, they discussed it among themselves and 

said, ‘This is the heir; let us kill him so that the inheritance may be ours.’ 15 So they threw him out of the vineyard 

and killed him. What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16 He will come and destroy those tenants 

and give the vineyard to others.” When they heard this, they said, “Heaven forbid!”  



 

17 But Jesus looked at them and said, “What then does this text mean: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has 

become the cornerstone’? 18 “Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, and it will crush anyone 

on whom it falls.”  
19 When the scribes and chief priests realized that Jesus had told this parable against them, they wanted to lay 

hands on him at that very hour, but they feared the people. 20 So they watched Jesus and sent spies who pretended 

to be honest, in order to trap him by what he said and then to hand him over to the jurisdiction and authority of 

the governor. 21 So they asked Jesus, “Teacher, we know that you are right in what you say and teach, and you 

show deference to no one but teach the way of God in accordance with truth. 22 Is it lawful for us to pay tribute to 

Caesar or not?” 23 But Jesus perceived their craftiness and said to them, 24 “Show me a denarius. Whose head and 

whose title does it bear?” They said, “Caesar’s.” 25 Jesus said to them, “Then give to Caesar the things that are 

Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.” 26 And they were not able in the presence of the people to trap 

Jesus by what he said, and being amazed by his answer they became silent. 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

Pastor Bree Truax 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

“You Are the Way” 

 

1 You are the way; to you alone 

 from sin and death we flee; 

 all those who search for God, you find 

 and by your grace set free. 

 

2 You are the truth; your word alone 

 true wisdom can impart; 

 you only can inform the mind 

 and purify the heart. 

 

3 You are the life; the rending tomb 

 proclaims your conqu'ring arm; 

 and those who put their trust in you 

 not death nor hell shall harm. 

 

4 You are the way, the truth, the life;  

 grant us that way to know, 

 that truth to keep, that life to win, 

 whose joys eternal flow. 
Text: George W. Doane, 1799-1859, alt.  Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-711196. All rights reserved. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L: Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer. 

A brief silence. 

 

Each petition ends with these words: 

P: Merciful God, 

All: receive our prayer. 

 

The prayers conclude with these words: 



 

L: Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast love; through Jesus 

Christ, our holy Wisdom. 

All: Amen. 

 

MEAL 

 

SONG 

“Hear Our Prayer” 

  Sing twice 

Hear our prayer, hear our prayer, Lord, make us whole: 

peace to all people, hope for each soul. 

 God of grace, in this place, hear now our prayer.  
Text: Paul Andress, b. 1956 

Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P: The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

All: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All: It is right to give God our thanks and praise. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

P: Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath 

the sea; within each cell; with every breath. 

All: We praise you, O God. 

P: We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; beside the sinner; 

among the poor; with us now. 

All: We thank you, O God. 

 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of me. After supper, Jesus 

took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 

you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me. Remembering Jesus’ love for us 

on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

P: We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your people; throughout the 

world. Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your church, without 

end. 

All: Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

COMMUNION 



 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

All: Amen. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC 

“This is Christ’s Body” 
Text: Anne Krentz Organ, b. 1960 

Text © 2020 Augsburg Fortress 

 

TABLE BLESSING 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P: Let us pray. O God,  

All: in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, nourished us with words of mercy, 

and fed us at your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you with all our heart, serve our 

neighbors with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

BLESSING & DISMISSAL 

P: The God of all grace bless you now and forever. 

All: Amen. 

P: Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; render 

to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and 

serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 

“Cornerstone” 

 
CREDITS 

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission Augsburg 

Fortress under license # 14330-LIT. All hymns Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-711196. 

All rights reserved. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 

Liturgies Annual License #SAS028749. CCLI #1267310 

 

Thank you for joining us in worship today!  Thank you for your on-going support of the mission and ministry 

of St. Pau; through your prayers, service and giving! 


