
 

We are church together! St. Paul is collaborating with St. John’s and Immanuel for virtual worship. You can 

access the video worship by clicking HERE. You can call the toll free number 1-888-975-5536 and worship 

whenever it is convenient for you! 

 

The Second Sunday in Advent 

December 4, 2022 

Tri Church Worship 

 

PRELUDE 

“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” 
Words Charles Wesley,  

Music Roland Hugh Prichard 

Public Domain 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 

All: Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen. 

P: Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins, and confess them to the one who is 

merciful and just. God of new beginnings, 

All: we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have strayed from your paths. We prepare 

for war instead of peace. We dishonor one another and your creation. Purify us with your refining fire and 

set us again on your way of love, that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, and welcome your coming 

among us. Amen. 

P: People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign. By water and the Spirit you 

are joined to this wonder. You have put on Christ, and your sins have been washed away. Rejoice in the way of 

the Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 

KYRIE 

“Now the Feast and Celebration” 

 

 In peace, in peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 

 For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world,  

 for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 

 For your people here who have come to give you praise, 

 for the strength to live your word, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 

 Help, save, and defend us, O God. 

 Amen. 
Text: Lutheran Book of Worship, adapt. Marty Haugen, b. 1950 

Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

https://stpaulsterling.com/sermons/12-4-22-online-worship


 

ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING 

 

ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING SONG 

“We Are Waiting for Jesus” 

 

1 We are waiting for Jesus; Jesus brings peace. 

 We are waiting for Jesus; Jesus brings peace. 

 Sun of justice, shine upon us; 

 we are trusting in your promise. 

 We are waiting for Jesus; Jesus brings peace. 

 

2 We are waiting for Jesus; Jesus brings peace. 

 We are waiting for Jesus; Jesus brings peace. 

 Loving Shepherd, walk beside us; 

 stir our hearts, and gently guide us. 

 We are waiting for Jesus; Jesus brings peace. 
Text: John Helgen, b. 1957 

Text © 2013 Augsburg Fortress 

 

GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture our 

growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

All: Amen. 

 

WORD 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 

 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 

 that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 

 

Refrain 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

2 O come, O Wisdom from on high, 

 embracing all things far and nigh: 

 in strength and beauty come and stay; 

 teach us your will and guide our way. Refrain 

 

7 O come, O King of nations, come, 

 O Cornerstone that binds in one: 

 refresh the hearts that long for you; 

 restore the broken, make us new. Refrain 
Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. Composite 

Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. 

 



 

GOSPEL 

Matthew 3:1-12 (NRSV) 

P: The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the dominion of 

heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying 

out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight the paths of the Lord.’ ” 4Now John wore 

clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the 

people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were 

baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 7But when John saw many Pharisees and Sadducees 

coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for  

I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of 

the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11“I baptize you 

with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his 

sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12With a winnowing fork in hand, he will clear his 

threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

Pastor Jacob Gawlik 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

“All Earth Is Hopeful” 

 

1 All earth is hopeful, the Savior comes at last! 

 Furrows lie open for God's creative task: 

 this, the labor of people who struggle to see 

 how God's truth and justice set ev'rybody free. 

 

2 People of Israel, you heard the prophet tell: 

 "A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel"; 

 she conceived him, "God with us," 

our brother, whose birth 

 restores hope and courage to children of this earth. 

 

3 Mountains and valleys will have to be prepared; 

 new highways opened, new protocols declared. 

 Almost here! God is nearing, in beauty and grace! 

 All clear ev'ry gateway, in haste, come out in haste! 

 

4  We first saw Jesus a baby in a crib. 

This same Lord Jesus today has come to live 

in our world; he is present, in neighbors we see 

our Jesus is with us, and ever sets us free. 
Text: Alberto Taulé, b. 1932; tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall, b. 1946 

Spanish text © 1993 and English text © 1995 Centro de Pastoral Liturgica, 

admin. OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. 

 



 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P: As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new hope. 

 

Each petition ends with these words: 

P: God, in your mercy, 

All: hear our prayer. 

 

The prayers conclude with these words: 

P: God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join them with the 

prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

All: Amen. 

 

PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

All: And also with you. 

 

MEAL 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P: The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

All: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to 

you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the promise 

of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world 

in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 

your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

“Holy, Holy, Holy” 

 

Holy, holy, holy, my heart, my heart adores you. 

My heart is glad to say the words: You are holy, God. 
Text & music: Argentine traditional  

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and our Hope, we praise you for creating a world of order 

and beauty. When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and 

mercy. At this end of the ages your Son Jesus came to bring us your love and to heal all the suffering world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after 

supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my 

blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await his coming again in righteousness and peace. 

Send your Spirit on us and on this bread and wine we share: strengthen our faith, increase our hope, and bring to 

birth the justice and joy of your Son. Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy 

Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 

All: Amen 



 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who has come to save you. 

 

COMMUNION 

“Twas in the Moon of Wintertime” 
arr. David Cherwien 

© 1981 Summa Productions. Assigned 2002 Lorenz Publishing Company, a division of the Lorenz Corporation. 

All Rights Reserved. Shared with permission of the publisher. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P: Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood 

of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this 

holy mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 

SENDING 

 

BLESSING 

P: God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless 

you now and forever. 

All: Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. Christ is near. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 

“Of the Father’s Love Begotten” 
Arr. Mark Hayes 

© 2010 The Lorenz Corporation 

Shared with permission of the publisher. 

 
CREDITS 

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission Augsburg 

Fortress under license # 14330-LIT. All hymns Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-711196. 

All rights reserved. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 

Liturgies Annual License #SAS028749. CCLI #1267310 

 

Thank you for joining us in worship today! Thank you for your on-going support of the mission and ministry 

of St. Paul through your prayers, service and giving! 


