
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, December 1, 2024 
9:00 a.m. 



Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church 
It is a joy to gather together for worship! 

 

St. Paul Purpose Statement 
Living Christ centered lives so we may love all, serve our community, and 
share the Word. 
 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
9:00 a.m. In-person worship with Holy Communion 
10:00 a.m. In-person Sunday School – September – May 
 

Communion 
We celebrate Jesus' presence each week in Holy Communion. This is the 
Lord's Supper and Jesus invites us: whether you are a lifelong Lutheran, 
or just considering Christianity; if you are an infant or elderly; if your 
family has been in the United States for generations, or has only recently 
arrived; if you are LGBTQIA+ or straight; if you live with disabilities, 
chronic illness, or are able-bodied and currently healthy; if you are home-
blessed or homeless; ... YOU are welcome at God's meal of grace at St. 
Paul. 
 

Accessibility 
Handicap parking, entrance, wheelchair, and restrooms are available. 
Sound amplifiers and large print bulletins are available. Please ask an 
usher for assistance. 
 

Children’s Offering 
The November and December children’s offering with be for the God’s 
Global Barnyard through the ELCA Good Gifts. A gift to God’s Global 
Barnyard will be used where needed most to support livestock, 
agriculture and other sustainable-development projects, which help 
farmers and families with the resources they need to thrive. 
 
 
 

 

1701 16th Ave. Sterling, IL 61081 
815-625-3069 

Church email: stpaulsterling@comcast.net 
www.stpaulsterling.com 

Prelude 
“Advent Contemplation” 
 Edward Broughton 
 

Welcome/Announcements 
 

GATHER 

Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as 
the presiding minister begins. 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, alive in the world, reviving 

creation, arriving soon. 
All: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: God of mercy, we confess that we have sinned. We trust earthly 
powers and human authority alone. We grow fearful. We cling to false 
comforts. God of might, we confess that we have sinned. We have turned 
away from our neighbors. We have trusted false promises. God in our 
midst, we confess that we have sinned. We plead: come to us. Bring your 
mercy to birth in us. A righteous branch springs forth: it is Christ the Lord, 
our Savior, in whom we have forgiveness, life, and mercy. By the power 

of the Holy Spirit, receive the grace and forgiveness of God through ☩ 

Christ Jesus, whose day draws near. 
All: Amen. 
 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 
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Gathering Hymn 
“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” 
 ELW #244 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 

P: Let us pray together: 
All: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful 
protection alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and 
redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 

First Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16 
14 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the 
promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15 In those 
days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for 
David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16 In 
those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this 
is the name by which it will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.” 
 

R: Word of God, Word of Life, 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm: Psalm 25:1-10 
R: To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 
All: My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, nor let 
my enemies triumph over me. 
R: Let none who look to you be put to shame; rather let those be put to 
shame who are treacherous. 
All: Show me your ways, O LORD, and teach me your paths. 
R: Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my 
salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 
All: Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, for they are 
from everlasting. 
R: Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember 
me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O 
LORD. 
All: You are gracious and upright, O LORD; therefore you teach 
sinners in your way. 
R: You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way. 
All: All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness to 
those who keep your covenant and your testimonies. 
 

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we 
feel before our God because of you? 10 Night and day we pray most 
earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is 
lacking in your faith. 



11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our 
way to you. 12 And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love 
for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. 13 And may 
he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless 
before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his 
saints. 
 

R: Word of God, Word of Life, 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Advent Alleluia 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gospel: Luke 21:25-36 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 21st chapter 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 25 “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, 
and on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the 
sea and the waves. 26 People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is 
coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 
27 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and 
great glory. 28 Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and 
raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 
29 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30 as 
soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that 
summer is already near. 31 So also, when you see these things taking 
place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly I tell you, this 
generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33 Heaven 
and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
34 “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation 
and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch 

you unexpectedly, 35 like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the 
face of the whole earth. 36 Be alert at all times, praying that you may have 
the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand 
before the Son of Man.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord 

All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath* 

Family: Today is the first Sunday in the season of Advent. Advent means 
“coming,” and in this season we prepare for the coming of Christ. We light 
the candle on the Advent wreath to remind us of the blessings that Christ 
brings to the world. The Advent wreath includes many symbols. The 
wreath is in the circle, with no beginning and no ending. This reminds us 
that there is no beginning and no ending to God, and that God’s love and 
caring for us never ends. The green branches are a sign of ever new life. 
The candles tell us of the light shining into the world with Jesus Christ. 
The colors of the Advent candles remind us of our need for God’s help to 
be the people we should be. The white candle, which we light on 
Christmas Eve, signifies the birth of Jesus. 

Family: Today we light the first candle, the candle of hope 

(the family lights the first candle) 

All: The prophet Jeremiah spoke words of hope to Israel. He talked 
about the promise of Shalom and of a new beginning. We hope and 
pray for a world of peace and harmony. 

Family: Hope is like a flame that warms and comforts us. As we light this 
candle, we celebrate the hope of the prophets and the hope we have in 
Jesus Christ. 
All: We continue to hope in God’s promise that Christ will continue 
to fill our lives and the life of the world with love and joy and peace. 

Family: Let us pray: Thank you, God for the flame of hope. As we prepare 
for Christ’s coming, help us to share our hope with others. 
All: Amen 

* from the Moravian Church in America 



Advent Song 
“O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sermon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hymn of the Day 
“We Are Waiting for Jesus” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
P: As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people 
and places that long for God’s presence. 
 

Each petition ends with these words: 
 

P: Merciful God, 
All: receive our prayer. 
 
 
 



Peace 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
All: And also with you! 
P: Let us share a sign of Christ’s peace in whatever way you are 
comfortable. 
 

MEAL 
Offering 
“Mary’s Heart” 
 James Michael Stevens 
 

Offering Prayer 
P: Creator God, you made the whole world, even the farthest stars, and 
you draw near to feed us. We praise you for these gifts of bread and 
wine. Strengthen us with this food that we may live in expectation for the 
advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
P: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Words of Institution 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 
P: Behold, God is making all things new. Take your place in the new 
creation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Communion Music 
 

.“Jesus, Name Above All Names” 
 Sing through twice 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Now in This Banquet” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer after Communion 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in God’s grace. 
All: Amen. 

P: Let us pray. 
Generous God, we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of salvation. 
We thank you for coming among us, for leading us into peace. We thank 
you for showering us with mercy, for sending us into the world. Come, 
Lord Jesus, and go with us as we feed the hungry in your name. 
All: Amen 
 

Blessing 

God of endings and beginnings, God in the darkness and the light, God, 

our hope for the journey, ☩ bless and keep you now and forever. 

All: Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sending Song 
“People, Look East” 
 ELW #248 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 

Postlude 
“Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying” 
 Stg. Michael Burkhardt 
 

We Remember in Prayer; those on our Home Visitation list and those on 
our prayer list: Steven Julifs, Bev Julien, Phyllis Jacobson, JoAnn Garcia, 
Barb Lenn, Lori Dewey, Betty Steinke, Michael Harting, Larry Wahler, 
JoDell Cruz, Sandy Julifs, and Lila Edeus. 
 

Worship Assistants: 
Presider: Pastor Susan Davenport 
Opener/Head Usher/Closer – Mary Ordean 
Advent Readers – Ordean family 
Acolytes – Ordean family 
Greeters – Bob & Judy Bartel 
Ushers – Bill & Carolyn Duncan 
Reader – Bill Duncan 
Sound – Greg Zeigler 
Altar Guild – Debbie O’Brien, Diane Yoeckel 
 

Musicians: 
Julie Woessner 
Amy Zeigler 
Dawn Zeigler 

 

Next week – December 8 
Presider: Pastor Kathy Burkheimer 
Opener/Head Usher/Closer – Greg Zeigler 
Advent Readers – Bartel family 
Acolytes – Bartel family 
Greeters – Bartel family 
Ushers – Diane Yoeckel, Gary Fields 
Reader – Marilyn Geiger 
Sound – Bradyn Arians 
Altar Guild – Debbie O’Brien, Diane Yoeckel 
Coffee Fellowship – Volunteer Needed 
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