
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, January 19, 2025 
9:00 a.m. 



Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church 
It is a joy to gather together for worship! 

 

St. Paul Purpose Statement 
Living Christ centered lives so we may love all, serve our community, and 
share the Word. 
 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
9:00 a.m. In-person worship with Holy Communion 
10:00 a.m. In-person Sunday School – September – May 
 

Communion 
We celebrate Jesus' presence each week in Holy Communion. This is the 
Lord's Supper and Jesus invites us: whether you are a lifelong Lutheran, 
or just considering Christianity; if you are an infant or elderly; if your 
family has been in the United States for generations, or has only recently 
arrived; if you are LGBTQIA+ or straight; if you live with disabilities, 
chronic illness, or are able-bodied and currently healthy; if you are home-
blessed or homeless; ... YOU are welcome at God's meal of grace at St. 
Paul. 
 

Accessibility 
Handicap parking, entrance, wheelchair, and restrooms are available. 
Sound amplifiers and large print bulletins are available. Please ask an 
usher for assistance. 
 

Children’s Offering 
The January children’s offering with be for the Twin Cities Pads 
Homeless Shelter in Sterling. They are experiencing high numbers of 
people seeking shelter and are seeking physical and/or monetary 
donations. Click HERE to see what physical items they are in need of. 
 
 

Pastor Mark Luepke, Part-time Interim 
pastormark@stpaulsterling.com 

1701 16th Ave. Sterling, IL 61081 
815-625-3069 

Church email: stpaulsterling@comcast.net 
www.stpaulsterling.com 

Prelude 
“Be Thou My Vision” 
 arr. Janet Vogt 
 

Welcome/Announcements 
 

GATHER 

Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as 
the presiding minister begins. 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our creator, our protector, our 

wellspring of life. 
All: Amen. 

P: Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our 
hearts, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Merciful God, you speak blessing and compassion into the world. 
Forgive us for the ways we act with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. We 
ignore the needs of our neighbors; we resist your call to oppose injustice; 
we give in to scarcity and fear; we assume the worst about one another. 
Cleanse us from our faults and release us from their grasp. Show us your 
lovingkindness. Restore our hearts and repair your world, that we may 
live in Christ’s ways. 
All: Amen. 

P: God proclaims these words of assurance: “Do not fear, for I have 

redeemed you. I have called you by name. You are mine.” In ☩ Christ, 

you are forgiven. In the Spirit, you are made free. Refreshed by the 
waters of mercy, live anew as beloved children of God. 
All: Amen. 
 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 
 

https://twincitiespads.org/pdf/Gift%20List.pdf
mailto:pastormark@stpaulsterling.com
mailto:stpaulsterling@comcast.net
http://www.stpaulsterling.com/


Gathering Hymn 
“Song of Thankfulness and Praise” 
 ELW #310 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 

P: Let us pray together: 
All: Lord God, source of every blessing, you showed forth your 
glory and led many to faith by the works of your Son, who brought 
gladness and salvation to his people. Transform us by the Spirit of 
his love, that we may find our life together in him, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 

Psalm: Psalm 36:5-10 

R: Your love, O LORD, reaches to the heavens, and your faithfulness to 
the clouds. 
All: Your righteousness is like the strong mountains, your justice 
like the great deep; you save humankind and animals, O LORD. 
R: How priceless is your love, O God! All people take refuge under the 
shadow of your wings. 
All: They feast upon the abundance of your house; you give them 
drink from the river of your delights. 
R: For with you is the well of life, and in your light we see light. 
All: Continue your lovingkindness to those who know you, and your 
favor to those who are true of heart. 
 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to 
be uninformed. 2 You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed 
and led astray to idols that could not speak. 3 Therefore I want you to 
understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let 
Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy 
Spirit. 
4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are 
varieties of services, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of 
activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. 
7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 
8 To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to 
another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to 
another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one 
Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to 
another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to 
another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are activated by one and 
the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit 
chooses. 
 

R: Word of God, Word of Life, 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 



Gospel Acclamation 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gospel: John 2:1-11 
P: The Holy Gospel according to John the 2nd chapter. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother 
of Jesus was there. 2 Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the 
wedding. 3 When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, 
“They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is 
that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to 
the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 6 Now standing there were six 
stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or 
thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they 
filled them up to the brim. 8 He said to them, “Now draw some out, and 
take it to the chief steward.” So they took it. 9 When the steward tasted the 
water that had become wine, and did not know where it came from 
(though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called 
the bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, 
and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you 
have kept the good wine until now.” 11 Jesus did this, the first of his signs, 
in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in 
him. 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord, 
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Message 
 

Sermon 
 

Hymn of the Day 
“Jesus, Come! For We Invite You” 
 ELW #312  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayers of Intercession 
P: With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the 
church, the world, and all of creation. 
 

Each petition ends with these words: 
 

P: God of grace, 
All: hear our prayer. 
 

Peace 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
All: And also with you! 
P: Let us share a sign of Christ’s peace in whatever way you are 
comfortable. 
 

MEAL 
Offering 
“Christ, Be Our Light” 

arr. Nancy Raabe 
 

Offering Prayer 
P: God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance 
to the depths of the seas. Bless what we offer to your service: our gifts, 
our abilities, and our hearts. Let us overflow with gratitude and 
generosity, now and always. 
All: Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
P: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Words of Institution 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the 
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
 

“Holy, Holy, Holy” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 



Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 
P: The joy of the Lord is our strength. 
Come, eat this meal of gladness. 
 

Communion 
 

Communion Music 
 

.“Lamb of God” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“In This Feast of Love” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“We Come to the Hungry Feast” 
 arr. Mark Sedio 
 

Prayer after Communion 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in God’s grace. 
All: Amen. 
 

P: Let us pray. 
Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of food 
and drink. Strengthen us for service, and send us out to embody your 
good news of liberation and healing for the sake of the world. In the name 
of Christ we pray, 
All: Amen 
 

Blessing 

P: The Spirit of the triune God ☩ bless you with joy, anoint you with 

compassion, and send you in love. 
All: Amen. 



Sending Song 
“We Are All One in Mission” 
 ELW #576 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Live in hope. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
“Our God” 

Chris Tomlin, Jonas Myrin, Matt Redman, Jesse Reeves 
 

Teachers and students are dismissed to their classrooms. We ask all 
others to grab a cup of coffee and snack and return to the sanctuary for 
the annual meeting. Thank you. 
 

****ALL COUNCIL MEMBERS – There will be a meeting to elect officers 
immediately after the Annual Business Meeting today. Please meet in the 
lounge. 
 

Coffee Fellowship will be available following worship for you to grab 
something prior to the Annual Meeting. Thank you to Nancy Eilers for 
providing the treats. 
 

We Remember in Prayer; those on our Home Visitation list and those on 
our prayer list: Dianne Miller, Steven Julifs, Phyllis Jacobson, JoAnn 
Garcia, Barb Lenn, Lori Dewey, Betty Steinke, Larry Wahler, JoDell Cruz, 
Sandy Julifs, and Lila Edeus. 
 

Worship Assistants: 
Presider – Pastor Jennifer Beamsley 
Opener/Head Usher/Closer – Greg Zeigler 
Acolytes – Volunteer needed 
Greeters – Bev Graunke, Susan Kuehl 
Ushers – Bill & Carolyn Duncan 
Reader – Carolyn Duncan 
Sound – David Carrillo 
 

Musicians: 
 Julie Woessner 
 Dawn Zeigler 
 

Next week – January 19 
Presider – Pastor Mark Luepke 
Opener/Head Usher/Closer – David Carrillo 
Acolytes – Volunteer needed 
Greeters – Jim & Cheryl Gorman 
Ushers – Gary Fields, Dan Dir 
Reader – Jim Gorman 
Sound – Volunteer needed 
Coffee Fellowship – Volunteer Needed 
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