
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, February 23, 2025 
9:00 a.m. 



Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church 
It is a joy to gather together for worship! 

 

St. Paul Purpose Statement 
Living Christ centered lives so we may love all, serve our community, and 
share the Word. 
 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
9:00 a.m. In-person worship with Holy Communion 
10:00 a.m. In-person Sunday School – September – May 
 

Communion 
We celebrate Jesus' presence each week in Holy Communion. This is the 
Lord's Supper and Jesus invites us: whether you are a lifelong Lutheran, 
or just considering Christianity; if you are an infant or elderly; if your 
family has been in the United States for generations, or has only recently 
arrived; if you are LGBTQIA+ or straight; if you live with disabilities, 
chronic illness, or are able-bodied and currently healthy; if you are home-
blessed or homeless; ... YOU are welcome at God's meal of grace at St. 
Paul. 
 

Accessibility 
Handicap parking, entrance, wheelchair, and restrooms are available. 
Sound amplifiers and large print bulletins are available. Please ask an 
usher for assistance. 
 

Children’s Offering 
The February children’s offering will be going to the Lutheran Disaster Relief 
California Wildfire campaign. Wildfires in California are devastating 
communities, leaving families in urgent need of help. Homes, schools, 
businesses and churches have been destroyed, with entire neighborhoods 
reduced to ashes. 
 

Pastor Mark Luepke, Part-time Interim 
pastormark@stpaulsterling.com 

1701 16th Ave. Sterling, IL 61081 
815-625-3069 

Church email: stpaulsterling@comcast.net 
www.stpaulsterling.com 

Prelude 
“I Will Enter His Gates” 
 Mark Hayes 
 

Welcome/Announcements 
 

GATHER 

Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as 
the presiding minister begins. 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our creator, our protector, our 

wellspring of life. 
All: Amen. 

P: Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our 
hearts, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Merciful God, 
All: you speak blessing and compassion into the world. Forgive us 
for the ways we act with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. We 
ignore the needs of our neighbors; we resist your call to oppose 
injustice; we give in to scarcity and fear; we assume the worst about 
one another. Cleanse us from our faults and release us from their 
grasp. Show us your lovingkindness. Restore our hearts and repair 
your world, that we may live in Christ’s ways. Amen. 

P: God proclaims these words of assurance: “Do not fear, for I have 

redeemed you. I have called you by name. You are mine.” In ☩ Christ, 

you are forgiven. In the Spirit, you are made free. Refreshed by the 
waters of mercy, live anew as beloved children of God. 
All: Amen. 
 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 
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Gathering Hymn 
“Blest Be the Tie that Binds” 
 ELW #656 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 

P: Let us pray together: 
All: O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where 
there is hatred, we may sow love, where there is injury, pardon, and 
where there is despair, hope. Grant, O divine master, that we may 
seek to console, to understand, and to love in your name, for you 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

First Reading: Genesis 45:3-11, 15 
3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But 
his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his 
presence. 
  4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they 
came closer. He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into 
Egypt. 5 And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because 
you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6 For the 
famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more 

years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7 God sent me 
before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for 
you many survivors. 8 So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he 
has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over 
all the land of Egypt. 9 Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus 
says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to 
me, do not delay. 10 You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall 
be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as 
your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 11 I will provide for you 
there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so that you 
and your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.’ ” 
15 And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his 
brothers talked with him. 
 

R: Word of God, Word of Life, 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gospel: Luke 6:27-38 
P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 6th chapter. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 27 “But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good 
to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who 
abuse you. 29 If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and 
from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. 
30 Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your 
goods, do not ask for them again. 31 Do to others as you would have them 
do to you. 
32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even 
sinners love those who love them. 33 If you do good to those who do good 
to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34 If you 
lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? 
Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 35 But love your 
enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will 
be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the 
ungrateful and the wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 
  37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you 
will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38 give, and it 
will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, 
running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the 
measure you get back.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord, 
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Children’s Message 
 

Sermon 
 “God Sent Me before You” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hymn of the Day 
“I Come with Joy” 
 ELW #482 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Apostles Creed 

P: Trusting in Christ’s life, death, and resurrection, let us profess our faith 
through the words of the Apostles Creed: 
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 



On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
P: With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the 
church, the world, and all of creation. 
 

Each petition ends with these words: 
 

P: God of grace, 
All: hear our prayer. 
 

P: We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope 
that your promise is revealed among the people. 
All: Amen. 
 

Peace 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
All: And also with you! 
P: Let us share a sign of Christ’s peace in whatever way you are 
comfortable. 
 

MEAL 
Offering 
“Speak to My Heart” 

B.B. McKinney 
 

Offering Prayer 
P: God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance 
to the depths of the seas. Bless what we offer to your service: our gifts, 
our abilities, and our hearts. Let us overflow with gratitude and 
generosity, now and always. 
All: Amen. 
 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
P: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of 
the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of 
water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

“Holy, Holy, Holy” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Words of Institution 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 
P: The joy of the Lord is our strength. 
Come, eat this meal of gladness. 
 

Communion 
 

Communion Music 
 

.“Lamb of God” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Hallelujah! What a Savior” 
 Stan Pethel 
 

Prayer after Communion 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in God’s grace. 
All: Amen. 
 

P: Let us pray. 
Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of food 
and drink. Strengthen us for service, and send us out to embody your 
good news of liberation and healing for the sake of the world. In the name 
of Christ we pray, 
All: Amen 
 

Blessing 

P: The Spirit of the triune God ☩ bless you with joy, anoint you with 

compassion, and send you in love. 
All: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sending Song 
“The Lord Now Sends Us Forth” 
 ELW #538 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Live in hope. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
“Brethren We Have Met to Worship” 

Melody Bober 
 
 
 
 

We Remember in Prayer; those on our Home Visitation list and those on 
our prayer list: Dianne Miller, Steven Julifs, Phyllis Jacobson, JoAnn 
Garcia, Barb Lenn, Lori Dewey, Betty Steinke, Larry Wahler, JoDell Cruz, 
Sandy Julifs, and Lila Edeus. 
 

Placing our confidence in the sure and certain hope of the resurrection 
of our loved ones, we extend our sympathy to the family and friends of DJ 
Gordan. DJ passed away on February 14. He and his family are 
members of Immanuel in Rock Falls. The congregation is devasted by 
this loss. 
 May God’s presence bring you comfort and peace. 
 

Worship Assistants: 
Opener/Head Usher/Closer – Julie Woessner/Stacey Avelar 
Acolytes – Arians family 
Greeters – Susan Kuehl, Nancy Eilers 
Ushers – Jim Gorman, Ron Ukena 
Reader – Jim Gorman 
Sound – Bradyn Arians 
 

Musicians: 
 Virginia Schumaker 
 Julie Woessner 
 

Next week – March 2 
Opener/Head Usher/Closer – Greg Zeigler 
Acolytes – Bartel family 
Greeters – Bartel family 
Ushers – Nancy Beck, John Renner 
Reader – Bev Julien 
Sound – Greg Zeigler 
Coffee Fellowship – Volunteer Needed 
Altar Guild – Janie Billings, Susan Kuehl 
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