Sunday, March 9, 2025
9:00 a.m.



Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church
It is a joy to gather together for worship!

St. Paul Purpose Statement
Living Christ centered lives so we may love all, serve our community, and
share the Word.

Sunday Worship Schedule
9:00 a.m. In-person worship with Holy Communion
10:15 a.m. In-person Sunday School — September — May

Communion

We celebrate Jesus' presence each week in Holy Communion. This is the
Lord's Supper and Jesus invites us: whether you are a lifelong Lutheran, or just
considering Christianity; if you are an infant or elderly; if your family has been in
the United States for generations, or has only recently arrived; if you are
LGBTQIA+ or straight; if you live with disabilities, chronic iliness, or are able-
bodied and currently healthy; if you are home-blessed or homeless; ... YOU are
welcome at God's meal of grace at St. Paul.

Accessibility

Handicap parking, entrance, wheelchair, and restrooms are available.
Sound amplifiers and large print bulletins are available. Please ask an
usher for assistance.

Children’s Offering

The March Children’s Offering we will be supporting the harvest of food for
those in need through the Buddy Bag Program, a free meal program that
provides food to school kids on the weekends, when school lunch is not
available. The need is great, on average they pack 130 lunches each week.
The cost of each bag is $3.46. The Tri-Church Youth help to pack these
several times during the school year.

Pastor Mark Luepke, Part-time Interim
pastormark@stpaulsterling.com
1701 16th Ave. Sterling, IL 61081
815-625-3069
Church email: stpaulsterling@comcast.net
www.stpaulsterling.com

First Sunday in Lent

Prelude
“How Deep the Father’s Love for Us”
arr. James Koerts
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Welcome/Announcements

GATHER
Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as
the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose
mercy endures forever.
All: Amen.

P: Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s
abiding love.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Compassionate One,

All: you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, but our
lives do not always reflect you and your love for the world. We do
not show others the tender compassion you have shown to us. We
do not welcome others with the radical hospitality you grant to all
people. We oppress others, even though you have set us free again
and again. We squander the abundant gifts of the earth. Transform
our lives and guide us again in the way of the cross. Amen.

P: Beloved in Christ, God’s arms are always stretched open wide to
welcome the wandering ones home. In + Christ your sins are forgiven.

You have a place in God’s house forever.
All: Amen.


mailto:pastormark@stpaulsterling.com
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Gathering Hymn

“What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine”
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I What a fel-low-ship, what a joy di-vine, lean - ing on the ev - er-
2 Oh. how sweet to walk in this pil-grim way. lean - ing on the ev - er-
3 What have 1 to dread,what have 1 to fear, lean - ing on the ev - er-
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last-ing arms: what a  bless - ed-ness. what a peace is mine.
last-ing arms: oh., how bright the path grows from day to day,
last-ing arms? I have bless - ed peace with my Lord so near,
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lean - ing on the ev - er - last ing arms.
lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing arms.
lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing arms.
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Lean - ing, lean - ing, safe and se-cure from all a - larms:
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lean - ing, lean ing, lean-ing on the ev-er - last - ing arms.

Text: Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1929

Music: SHOWALTER. Anthony J. Showalter, 1858-1924

Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
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In peace, let us pray o the Lord. Lord, have mer-cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our sal - va - tion, let us
] .
— — .’ = e s
@ o 4, 10 1o ° . v 4 |
] L — [+
pray ito the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the u - nmi - ty of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All: And also with you.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra - cious Lord.
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men.



Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray together:

All: O Lord God, you led your people through the wilderness and
brought them to the promised land. Guide us now, so that, following
your Son, we may walk safely through the wilderness of this world
toward the life you alone can give, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Deuteronomy 26:1-11

1When you have come into the land that the LorD your God is giving you
as an inheritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, 2you
shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest
from the land that the LORD your God is giving you, and you shall put it in
a basket and go to the place that the LOrRD your God will choose as a
dwelling for his name. 3You shall go to the priest who is in office at that
time, and say to him, “Today | declare to the LORD your God that | have
come into the land that the LORD swore to our ancestors to give us.”
4When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down
before the altar of the LORD your God, °you shall make this response
before the LORD your God: “A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he
went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, and
there he became a great nation, mighty and populous. ®*When the
Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labor on
us, "we cried to the LoRrD, the God of our ancestors; the LORD heard our
voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. 8 The LORD
brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with
a terrifying display of power, and with signs and wonders; °and he
brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk
and honey. 1°So now | bring the first of the fruit of the ground that you, O
LoRD, have given me.” You shall set it down before the LorRD your God
and bow down before the LorD your God. ! Then you, together with the
Levites and the aliens who reside among you, shall celebrate with all the
bounty that the LoRD your God has given to you and to your house.

R: Word of God, Word of Life,
All: Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Romans 10:8b-13

8 “The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart” (that is, the word
of faith that we proclaim);

®because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. ° For
one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the
mouth and so is saved. ! The scripture says, “No one who believes in
him will be put to shame.” 2For there is no distinction between Jew and
Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him.
13 For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

R: Word of God, Word of Life,
All: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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Let your stead - fast love come 1o us, O Lord.
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Save us as you prom - ised; we will trust  your word,
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Save us as you prom - ised; we will trust  your word.,

Gospel: Luke 4:1-13
P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 4" chapter.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.

1Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by
the Spirit in the wilderness, 2where for forty days he was tempted by the
devil. He ate nothing at all during those days, and when they were over,
he was famished. 2 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God,



command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” 4 Jesus answered him, “It
is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.””

®Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms
of the world. ® And the devil said to him, “To you | will give their glory and
all this authority; for it has been given over to me, and | give it to anyone |
please. ’If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” 8Jesus
answered him, “It is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only
him.””

®Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of
the temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down
from here, °for it is written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you,
to protect you,’

1and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your
foot against a stone.””

12 Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the
test.”” ¥*When the devil had finished every test, he departed from him
until an opportune time.

P: The Gospel of the Lord,
All: Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Message

Sermon
“Who Hears and Feels Your Confession of Faith?”

Hymn of the Day

‘“When We Are Tested”
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1 When we are test - ed and wres - tle a - lone,
2 When in the des - ert we cry for re - lief,
3 When we are tempt - ed to bar - ter our  souls,
4 When we have strug - gled and searched through the night,
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fam - ished for bread when the world of - fers stone
plead - ing for paths marked by cer - tain be - lief,
trad - ing the truth for the pow'r to con - trol,
sort - ing  and sift - ing the wrong from the right
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nour - ish us, God, by your word and your way,
lift us to love you be - yond sign and test,
teach us to wor - ship and praise on - ly you,
Sav - ior, sur - round us with cir - cles of care,
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food that sus - tains us by night and by day.
trust - ing  your pres - ence, our on - ly true rest.
seek - ing  your will in the work that we do.
an - gels of heal - ing, of hope, and  of prayer.

Text: Ruth Duck, b, 1947
Music: SLANE, Irish traditsional

Text £ 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, 1L 60188, All rights reservex!

Apostles Creed

P: Trusting in Christ’s life, death, and resurrection, let us profess our faith
through the words of the Apostles Creed:
All: 1 believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and

earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,



suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of Intercession
P: Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world,
and all those in need.

Each petition ends with these words:

P: Go, in your mercy,
All: receive our prayer.

P: Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your
love, in the name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life.
All: Amen.

Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.

All: And also with you!

P: Let us share a sign of Christ's peace in whatever way you are
comfortable.

MEAL
Offering
“O Lamb of God, You Bear the Sin”
arr. Anne Krentz Organ

Offering Prayer
P: Gracious Provider, you set your immense treasures among us,
opening your heart to the world. As we prepare to feast on your bountiful

love, deepen our commitment to sharing those treasures with others,
through our Savior, Jesus Christ.

All: Amen.
The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your earts. We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us  give thanks o the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their
hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift
of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

“Holy, Holy, Holy”
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho -ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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heav-en and ecarth are full of your glo-ry. Ho - san-na in the
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san-na in the high-estt Ho - san - na in the high - est.

The Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P: All who are hungry, come!
The feast of grace is spread.

Communion

Communion Music
“Lamb of God”
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

“l Want Jesus to Walk with Me”
African American Spiritual

“Have Thine Own Way, Lord”
George Coles Stebbins

Prayer after Communion

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in God’s grace.

All: Amen.

P: Let us pray.

Generous Host,

you have shared your feast with us and made us new. Send us now to
set tables of love and grace in our communities, that your liberating love
might nourish the world into freedom, in the name of the crucified one,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

All: Amen



Blessing

P: God our tender parent, God the crucified one, God the reconciling
Spirit, -+ bless you now and forever.

All: Amen.
Sending Song

“Beneath the Cross of Jesus”
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I Be- neath the cross of Je - sus | long to take my stand:
2 Up-on the cross of Je - sus, my eye  at times can  see
31 take, O cross, your shad - ow for my a-bid - g place;
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the shad-ow of a  might-y  rock with - in a  wea-ry  land,
the wver - v dy-ing form of one who suf-fered there for  me.
| ask  no oth -er sun-shine than the sun-shine of his  face;
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a  home with-in  a wil - der - ness, a rest  up-on  the  way,
And from my con-wite heart, with tears, two  won -ders [ con - fess:
con -tent to let the world go by, to  know no gain nor loss,
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from the burn - ing of the noon-ude heat and bur-dens of the day.

the . . . won-der of his
my . . . sin - ful self my
[ext: Elizabeth . Clephune, 1830-1564

glo-rious love and
on - ly shame, my

Music: 5T CHRISTOPHER, Frederick O Maker, [R44-1927

Dismissal

my un-wor-thi - ness.

glo - ry all, the

P: Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you

All: Thanks be to God.

CrOss,

Postlude
“Out in the Wilderness”
Jay Beech

We Remember in Prayer; those on our Home Visitation list and those on
our prayer list: Phyllis Jacobson, JoAnn Garcia, Barb Lenn, Lori Dewey,
Betty Steinke, Larry Wahler, JoDell Cruz, Sandy Julifs, and Lila Edeus.

Coffee Fellowship will be served following worship this morning in the
Fellowship Hall, hosted by Nancy Eilers. All are welcome!

Worship Assistants:

Opener/Head Usher/Closer — Mary Ordean
Acolytes — Ordean family

Greeters — Audrey & Cathy Cox

Ushers — Gary Fields, Mel Johnson
Reader — Bill Duncan

Sound — David Carrillo

Altar Guild — Janie Billings, Susan Kuehl

Musicians:
Live:

Julie Woessner
Recorded:

Dawn Zeigler

Next week — March 16

Opener/Head Usher/Closer — Stacey Avelar
Acolytes — Avelar family

Greeters — Dan Dir, Bev Graunke

Ushers — Greg Zeigler, Ron Ukena

Reader — Stacey Avelar

Sound — Greg Zeigler

Coffee Fellowship — Cox
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