Stop doubting

and

BELIEVE

Sunday, April 27, 2025
9:00 a.m.



Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church
It is a joy to gather together for worship!

St. Paul Purpose Statement
Living Christ centered lives so we may love all, serve our community, and
share the Word.

Sunday Worship Schedule
9:00 a.m. In-person worship with Holy Communion
10:15 a.m. In-person Sunday School — September — May

Communion

We celebrate Jesus' presence each week in Holy Communion. This is the
Lord's Supper and Jesus invites us: whether you are a lifelong Lutheran, or just
considering Christianity; if you are an infant or elderly; if your family has been in
the United States for generations, or has only recently arrived; if you are
LGBTQIA+ or straight; if you live with disabilities, chronic iliness, or are able-
bodied and currently healthy; if you are home-blessed or homeless; ... YOU are
welcome at God's meal of grace at St. Paul.

Accessibility

Handicap parking, entrance, wheelchair, and restrooms are available. Sound
amplifiers and large print bulletins are available. Please ask an usher for
assistance.

Children’s Offering

In April the children’s offering will support our synod partners in Tanzania and India. The
offerings will be sent directly to non-profit organizations that work with the North Central
Diocese of The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania and the Arcot Lutheran Church
(ALC) in India. The Friends of Mwangaza supports education programs that tackle issues
related to teaching, learning, public health, empowering women, and building community in
Tanzania. Lutheran Partners in Global Ministry supports education through financially
supporting students at the ALC boarding homes in India. Check out both organizations here:
https://lutheranpartners.org/what-we-do or https://www.mwangazapartnership.org/

Pastor Mark Luepke, Part-time Interim
pastormark@stpaulsterling.com
1701 16th Ave. Sterling, IL 61081
815-625-3069
Church email: stpaulsterling@comcast.net
www.stpaulsterling.com

Second Sunday of Easter

Prelude
‘Joy Overflowing”
Cindy Berry

Welcome/Announcements
P: Welcome to Worship today!

Thanksgiving for Baptism
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as
the presiding minister begins.

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
All: Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

P: In the name of + the One who was, who is, and who is to come.
All: Amen.

P: Baptized into Christ’'s death and resurrection, and called to live the
baptized life, let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

P: Holy God, we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that
make a people your own, that restore to wholeness, and empower us to
be withesses in your name. Baptized into you, O Living One,

All: make us one as you are one.

P: We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that strengthen
believers and give new life to beloved servants of your church; waters
that extend your boundless love and cross barriers of our own making.
Baptized into you, O Living One,

All: make us one as you are one.

P: We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that open the
hearts of believers and give a voice in the night to those in captivity;
waters that set your people on a new path, rejoicing in the Spirit's power.
Baptized into you, O Living One,

All: make us one as you are one.
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P: Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that our every day is
shaped by these waters that give us our very lives in you. We ask this in
the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One.

All: Amen.

Gathering Hymn
“Thine Is the Glory”
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Son: end - less is the vic - try thou o’er death hast won!
Text: Edmond Budry, 1854-1932; 1. R. Bieh Hoyle, 1875-1934%

Music: JUDAS MACCABAEUS, George Frideric Hamdel, 1685-1759

Greeting

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

All: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray together:

All: O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the
wounded hands of your risen Son. By your Spirit’s breath revive our
faith in your mercy, and strengthen us to be the body of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Acts 5:27-32

2"When they had brought the apostles, they had them stand before the
council. The high priest questioned them, ?®saying, “We gave you strict
orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with
your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on us.”
29 But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than
any human authority. *° The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom
you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 3 God exalted him at his right
hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and
forgiveness of sins. 3 And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the
Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.”

R: Word of God, Word of Life,
All: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 150

R: Hallelujah! Praise God in the holy temple; praise God in the mighty
firmament.

All: Praise God for mighty acts; praise God for exceeding greatness.
R: Praise God with trumpet sound; praise God with lyre and harp.

All: Praise God with tambourine and dance; praise God with strings
and pipe.



R: Praise God with resounding cymbals; praise God with loud clanging
cymbals.
All: Let everything that has breath praise the LorbD. Hallelujah!

Second Reading: Revelation 1:4-8

4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia:

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to
come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, °and from
Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler
of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and freed us from our sins
by his blood, 6 and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and
Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

"Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those
who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will walil.

So itis to be. Amen.

84 am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who
was and who is to come, the Almighty.

R: Word of God, Word of Life,
All: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel: John 20:19-31
P: The Holy Gospel according to John the 20" chapter.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.

YWhen it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the
doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of

the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with
you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then
the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. ?Jesus said to them
again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you.”
22\When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. 22 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with
them when Jesus came. ?° So the other disciples told him, “We have seen
the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless | see the mark of the nails in his
hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side,
| will not believe.”

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was
with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, “Peace be with you.” 2’ Then he said to Thomas, “Put your
finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side.
Do not doubt but believe.” 2 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my
God!” #° Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to
believe.”

30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which
are not written in this book. 3! But these are written so that you may come
to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through
believing you may have life in his name.

P: The Gospel of the Lord,

All: Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Message

Sermon
“Thomas: A Doubting and/or Loving Disciple?”



Hymn of the Day

“Touch That Soothes and Heals”
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Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953
Music: CIVILITY, Gregg DeMey, b, 197
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Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc,, giamusic com. All rights reserved.

Music ©

2008 Re:Create Musse, admin. Faith Alive Christuan Resources

Nicene Creed
P: Trusting in Christ’s life, death, and resurrection, let us profess our faith
through the words of the Nicene Creed:

All: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were
made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly
human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son,* who with the Father and the
Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession
P: God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the
church, the world, and all who are in need.

Each petition ends with these words:

P: Hear us, O God
All: Your mercy is great.

P: We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that
you are always with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
All: Amen.

Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.

All: And also with you!

P: Let us share a sign of Christ's peace in whatever way you are
comfortable.

MEAL
Offering
“The Power of the Cross”
arr. James Koerts

Offering Prayer

P: Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along
with these gifts we bring. Come among us again, breathe your life into us,
and enliven us with this meal, that we may live as your risen body in the
world.

All: Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
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It is rig?iT to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for
the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal
Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed
death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary
Magdalene and Peter and all the withesses of the resurrection, with earth
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels,
cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending

hymn:
“Holy, Holy, Holy”
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The Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P: Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life.

Communion

Communion Music
“Lamb of God”
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant  us  peace.

“Day of Arising”

stg. Roberta Rowland-Raybold

Prayer after Communion

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in God’s grace.

All: Amen.

P: Let us pray.

Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us
now to tell of your wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life
to a wounded and weary world.

All: Amen

Blessing

P: The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign,

Savior, and Spirit, light your way with resurrection dawn, now and always.
All: Amen.



Sending Song

“We Walk by Faith”
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Text: Henry Alford, I810-1871, ali.

Music: SHANTI, Marty Haugen, b, 1950

Music © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave.. Chicago, IL 60638, www giamusic.com. 300.442,3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permisson.

Dismissal

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.

C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

P: Go in peace. In Christ you are made new.
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Postlude
“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”
John Arnold

We Remember in Prayer; those on our Home Visitation list and those on
our prayer list: Stacy Verdick, Dylan Wescott, Dianne Miller, Ken &
Sharon Mager, Phyllis Jacobson, JoAnn Garcia, Barb Lenn, Lori Dewey,
Betty Steinke, Larry Wahler, JoDell Cruz, Sandy Julifs, and Lila Edeus.

Coffee Fellowship is hosted this morning by Tim & Chrissy Zollinger. All
are welcome to join them following worship.

Worship Assistants:

Opener/Head Usher/Closer — Stacey Avelar
Acolytes — Avelar family

Greeters — Audrey Cox, Cathy Cox

Ushers — Mel Johnson, Gary Fields

Reader — Stacey Avelar

Sound — David Carrillo

Altar Guild — Debbie O’Brien, Diane Yoeckel

Musicians:
Dawn Zeigler
Greg Zeigler

Next week — May 4

Opener/Head Usher/Closer — Mary Ordean
Acolytes — Ordean family

Greeters — Bob & Judy Bartel

Ushers — Bill & Carolyn Duncan

Reader — Carolyn Duncan

Communion Assistant: Lily Segura

Sound — Greg Zeigler

Altar Guild — Judy Bartel, Donna Kendall
Coffee Fellowship — Cox family
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