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JUAN YO REQRITER CommUNITY VBS invites you to this amezing, FREE 5-day event from Sunday, July 20 to

TRV Thursday, July 24 ot Immanuel Lutheran Church (501 8th Ave, Rock Falls, IL)! We'll
start with a free dinner for students and volunteers at 5:30 PM, then we'll have music,
crafis, science experiments, games, ond Bible adventures from 6-8 PM!

True North is for students age 4 to just finished 5th grade. Adults and older students are
invited to volunteer!
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Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church
It is a joy to gather together for worship!

St. Paul Purpose Statement
Living Christ centered lives so we may love all, serve our community, and share the
Word.

Sunday Worship Schedule
9:00 a.m. In-person worship with Holy Communion
10:15 a.m. In-person Sunday School — September — May

Communion

We celebrate Jesus' presence each week in Holy Communion. This is the Lord's
Supper and Jesus invites us: whether you are a lifelong Lutheran, or just considering
Christianity; if you are an infant or elderly; if your family has been in the United States
for generations, or has only recently arrived; if you are LGBTQIA+ or straight; if you
live with disabilities, chronic illness, or are able-bodied and currently healthy; if you
are home-blessed or homeless; ... YOU are welcome at God's meal of grace at St.
Paul.

Accessibility
Handicap parking, entrance, wheelchair, and restrooms are available. Sound
amplifiers and large print bulletins are available. Please ask an usher for assistance.

Children’s Offering
The children’s offering for the month of June will support Cledy’s House of Hope: A
Legacy Women's Sober Living Home
Located in Rock Falls, IL, Cledy’s House of Hope is a 42-bed recovery residence for
women, designed to honor the legacy of Cledy Rumley, a devoted mother and
champion of hope. This safe, structured, and supportive environment is a sanctuary
for women committed to rebuilding their lives in sobriety.

Cledy’s House of Hope welcomes women from all over the world who meet
strict eligibility requirements. Residents must actively participate in a recovery
program and demonstrate a commitment to personal growth and accountability.

Pastor Mark Luepke, Part-time Interim
pastormark@stpaulsterling.com
1701 16th Ave. Sterling, IL 61081
815-625-3069
Church email: stpaulsterling@comcast.net
www.stpaulsterling.com

Pentecost Sunday

Prelude
“O Church, Arise”
arr. James Koerts

Welcome/Announcements
P: Welcome to Worship today!

Temple Talk
Ashley from Cledy’s House of Hope

Thanksgiving for Baptism
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as
the presiding minister begins.

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
All: Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

P: In the name of + the One who was, who is, and who is to come.
All: Amen.

P: Baptized into Christ’'s death and resurrection, and called to live the
baptized life, let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

P: Holy God, we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that
make a people your own, that restore to wholeness, and empower us to
be withesses in your name. Baptized into you, O Living One,

All: make us one as you are one.

P: We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that strengthen
believers and give new life to beloved servants of your church; waters
that extend your boundless love and cross barriers of our own making.
Baptized into you, O Living One,

All: make us one as you are one.

P: We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that open the
hearts of believers and give a voice in the night to those in captivity;
waters that set your people on a new path, rejoicing in the Spirit's power.
Baptized into you, O Living One,

All: make us one as you are one.
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P: Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that our every day is
shaped by these waters that give us our very lives in you. We ask this in
the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One.

All: Amen.

Gathering Hymn
“Every Time | Feel the Spirit”

Refrain

Hp P e ¢ 4 4 o
23 T I 4 Y T
Ev - ry time | feel the spir - it mov - ing
—9‘&.1 —— . | )
GE s I er o
— — T T r
in my heart, I will pray. Ev-'ry time I feel the
Tt | K Y —— -
| —— 1 — ih’ |
J T g ——* v
spir - it mov - ing in my heart, I will  pray.
G —— | ———}
y e =
.‘-
I Up-on the moun - tain my Lord spoke,
2 All a - round me looked so fine,
3 Jor-dan riv - er, chilly and cold,
5 Refrain
| u 1 3 4
%ﬂg — Y » J i’f 1 1 1 i\}
J S —R— g ———
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asked . . ... my Lord if all was mine.
chills the bod - vy but not the soul.

Text: African American sprritual
Music: PENTECOST, African Amenican spiritual; arr. Melva W. Costen, b, 1933
Arr © 1990 Melva W. Costen, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

All: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray together:

All: God our creator, the resurrection of your Son offers life to all the
peoples of earth. By your Holy Spirit, kindle in us the fire of your
love, empowering our lives for service and our tongues for praise,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Acts 2:1-21
1When the day of Pentecost had come, the apostles were all together in
one place. 2And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush
of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.
3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested
on each of them. # All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.

>Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in
Jerusalem. ® And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered,
because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each.
"Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are
speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own
native language? °Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 1°Phrygia and
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors
from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 1! Cretans and Arabs—in our own
languages we hear them speaking about God’'s deeds of power.” 12All
were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this
mean?” 3 But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.”

14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed
them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to
you, and listen to what | say. °Indeed, these are not drunk, as you
suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 1 No, this is what was
spoken through the prophet Joel:

17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that | will pour out my Spirit
upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and
your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.



18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days | will pour
out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy.

9 And | will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth
below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist.

20The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the
coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.

21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.

R: Word of God, Word of Life,
All: Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Romans 8:14-17

4 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. **For you
did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have
received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that very
Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, '"and if
children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we
suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.

R: Word of God, Word of Life,
All: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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Repeat alleluia
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter- nal life.
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Gospel: John 14:8-17, 25-27
P: The Holy Gospel according to John the 14" chapter.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.

8 Philip said to Jesus, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be
satisfied.” ° Jesus said to him, “Have | been with you all this time, Philip,
and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the
Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father? °Do you not believe
that | am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that | say to
you | do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his
works. 1! Believe me that | am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if
you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. ?Very
truly, | tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that | do
and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because | am going to the
Father. 3| will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may
be glorified in the Son. **If in my name you ask me for anything, | will do
it.

154f you love me, you will keep my commandments. * And | will ask the
Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever.
" This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it
neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with
you, and he will be in you. 2°“l have said these things to you while | am
still with you. 2°But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will
send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that |
have said to you. 2’ Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to you. | do
not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and
do not let them be afraid.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord,
All: Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Message

Sermon
“The Gift of Fire”



Hymn of the Day
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Spirit of Gentleness
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! You moved on the wa - ters, you called to the deep,
2 You swept through the des - en, you stung with the sand,
3 You sang  in a sta - ble, you cried from a  hill,
4 You call from to-mor - row, you break an-cient schemes.
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and you goad - ed your peo - ple with a law and a land;

then you whis-pered in
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and o - ver the e - ons you called to each thing:

and when they were blind - ed  with i - dols and  lies,

and down in the cit -y you called once a - gain,

our wom-en see  vi - sions, our men clear their  eyes.
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“A - wake from your slum - bers and rise on your wings.”

then you spoke through your proph - ets  to o - pen their eyes,

when you blew through your peo - ple on the rush of the wind.

With ., . .bold mnew de - c¢i - sions your peo-ple a - rise.

Text: James K. Mankey. b. 1940
Music: SPIRIT, James K. Mankey
Toxt and mwesic © 978 James K. Mankey, adovin, Augsharg Fooress

Nicene Creed
P: Trusting in Christ’s life, death, and resurrection, let us profess our faith
through the words of the Nicene Creed:

All: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were
made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly
human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son,* who with the Father and the
Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession
P: God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the
church, the world, and all who are in need.

Each petition ends with these words:

P: Hear us, O God
All: Your mercy is great.

P: We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that
you are always with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
All: Amen.

Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.

All: And also with you!

P: Let us share a sign of Christ's peace in whatever way you are
comfortable.

MEAL
Offering
“Holy Spirit, Rain Down”
Russell Fragar

Offering Prayer

P: Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along
with these gifts we bring. Come among us again, breathe your life into us,
and enliven us with this meal, that we may live as your risen body in the
world.

All: Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ. Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection,
you pour out the fire of your Spirit, uniting in one body people of every
nation and tongue. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the
witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:

“Holy, Holy, Holy”
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high-est.  Bless-ed

is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Ho -
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The Words of Institution

I In the sing-ing, in the si-lence, in the hands ex-pect-ant, o - pen,

Lord’s Prayer 2 In the ques-tion, 1 the an-swer, 1n the mo-ment of ac - cept-ance.
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: —9‘5§ e e e e e e J e J ==
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All: Our Father, who art in heaven, . : . . : .
in the bless-ing, in the break-ing, in your pres-ence at this ta - ble,
hallowed be thy name, in the heart’s cry, in the heal-ing, in the «cir-cle of your peo-ple,
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Give us this day our daily bread; 04 PR

and forgive us our trespasses, Gie o © 4 & 2 Fe=0er:

as we forgive those & S o A

. . Je - sus  Christ, Je - sus  Christ, be the bread of peace.
Who trespass agaInSt US’ Text: Shirley Erena Murray, b, 1931
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but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, “Breathe”

and the power, and the glory, arr. Craig Curry

forever and ever. Amen. Prayer after Communion

Invitation to Communion P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
P: Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life. you in God’s grace.
Communion All: Amen.

P: Let us pray.

Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us
now to tell of your wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life
to a wounded and weary world.

All: Amen



Blessing

P: The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, *F
Savior, and Spirit, light your way with resurrection dawn, now and always.

All: Amen.
Sending Song

“God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind?”

ELW #400
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rest - less - ness! Where the peo - ple cry in an - guish,

let your flam - ing
for earth’s heal - ing  set

may we share your heart’s dis-tress. Rouse us from con-tent with e - vil;
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past these walls your peo - ple send! Sweep us
Spir - it surge! Where de-ceit con-ceals

us free!
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there with Christ to bear the cross, there with Christ to  bear the cross!

kin - dle us
make us one in Christ our
claim us
lext: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., 1923-2007
Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932

to speak your truth,

Lord.

for your king-dom'’s work,

kin - dle us to  speak your truth!
make us one in  Christ our Lord!
claim us for  your king-dom’s work!

Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 8. Mason Ave., Chicago, TL 60638, www.giamusic.com

B00.442.3358 All nnghts reserved. Used by permission.

Dismissal

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.

C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

P: Go in peace. In Christ you are made new.
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Postlude
“O What Their Joy”
Alan Rees

Coffee Fellowship will be served following worship this morning hosted
by Nancy Eilers. Everyone is welcome!

We Remember in Prayer; those on our Home Visitation list and those on
our prayer list: Sandy Julifs, Mike, Lori Dewey, Bev Julien, Dylan
Wescott, Dianne Miller, Ken & Sharon Mager, Phyllis Jacobson, JoAnn
Garcia, Betty Steinke, Larry Wahler, and Lila Edeus.

Worship Assistants:

Opener/Head Usher/Closer — Greg Zeigler
Acolytes — Arians family

Greeters — Susan Kuehl, Nancy Eilers
Ushers — Ruben & JoAnn Garcia

Reader — JoAnn Garcia

Communion Assistant — Chad Arians
Sound — Bradyn Arians

Altar Guild — Audrey & Cathy Cox

Musicians:
Live:

Julie Woessner
Recorded:

Dawn Zeigler

Next week — June 15

Presider — Pastor Ronald Larson
Opener/Head Usher/Closer — Dan Bartel
Acolytes — Bartel family



Greeters — Bartel family

Ushers — Nancy Beck, Mel Johnson

Reader — Bev Julien

Communion Assistant — Nancy Beck

Sound — Bradyn Arians

Altar Guild — Audrey & Cathy Cox

Coffee Fellowship — Volunteer Needed

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.



