
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, July 6, 2025 
9:00 a.m. 



Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church 
It is a joy to gather together for worship! 

 

St. Paul Purpose Statement 
Living Christ centered lives so we may love all, serve our community, and share the 
Word. 
 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
9:00 a.m. In-person worship with Holy Communion 
10:15 a.m. In-person Sunday School – September – May 
 

Communion 
We celebrate Jesus' presence each week in Holy Communion. This is the Lord's 
Supper and Jesus invites us: whether you are a lifelong Lutheran, or just considering 
Christianity; if you are an infant or elderly; if your family has been in the United States 
for generations, or has only recently arrived; if you are LGBTQIA+ or straight; if you 
live with disabilities, chronic illness, or are able-bodied and currently healthy; if you 
are home-blessed or homeless; ... YOU are welcome at God's meal of grace at St. 
Paul. 
 

Accessibility 
Handicap parking, entrance, wheelchair, and restrooms are available. Sound 
amplifiers and large print bulletins are available. Please ask an usher for assistance. 
 

Children’s Offering 
The July Children’s offering will go to towards the purchase of supplies needed for 
LWR School Kits. Families are also invited to shop for the needed supplies or 
contribute monetary donations to be used to purchase the items. Grab an empty bag 
from the coat rack at the back of the sanctuary to take with you. The list of items is 
attached to the bags. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Mark Luepke, Part-time Interim 
pastormark@stpaulsterling.com 

1701 16th Ave. Sterling, IL 61081 
815-625-3069 

Church email: stpaulsterling@comcast.net 
www.stpaulsterling.com 

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Prelude  

“Spirit of Gentleness” 
stg. Roberta Rowland-Raybold 

 

Welcome/Announcements 

P: Welcome to Worship today! 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
P: All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 

as the presiding minister begins. In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 

P: Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
P: Merciful God, you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors 
and follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but 
we turn away from the abundant life you offer. You surround us with 
patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is 
right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our 
bonds, and show us the path of life. 
All: Amen. 

P: You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In 

the cross of ☩ Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins 

are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. 
All: Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn 

“Come, All You People” 
 ELW #819 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

P: Let us pray together: 
All: O God, the Father of our Lord Jesus, you are the city that 
shelters us, the mother who comforts us. With your Spirit 
accompany us on our life’s journey, that we may spread your peace 
in all the world, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 

Anthem 
“Eternal Life” by Olive Dungan 

 Soloist, Andrew Doughty 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 66:10-14 
10 Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her, all you who love her; 
rejoice with her in joy, all you who mourn over her— 
11 that you may nurse and be satisfied from her consoling breast, that you 
may drink deeply with delight from her glorious bosom. 
12 For thus says the LORD: I will extend prosperity to her like a river and 
the wealth of the nations like an overflowing stream, and you shall nurse 
and be carried on her arm and bounced on her knees. 
13 As a mother comforts her child, so I will comfort you; you shall be 
comforted in Jerusalem. 
14 You shall see, and your heart shall rejoice; your bodies shall flourish 
like the grass, and it shall be known that the power of the LORD is with his 
servants, and his indignation is against his enemies. 
 

R: Word of God, Word of Life, 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm: Psalm 66:1-9 
R: Be joyful in God, all you lands; be joyful, all the earth. 
All: Sing the glory of God’s name; sing the glory of God’s praise. 
R: Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! Because of your great 
strength your enemies cringe before you. 
All: All the earth bows down before you, sings to you, sings out 
your name.” 
R: Come now and see the works of God, how awesome are God’s deeds 
toward all people. 
All: God turned the sea into dry land, so that they went through the 
water on foot, and there we rejoiced in God. 
R: Ruling forever in might, God keeps watch over the nations; let no 
rebels exalt themselves. 



All: Bless our God, you peoples; let the sound of praise be heard. 
R: Our God has kept us among the living and has not allowed our feet to 
slip. 
 

Second Reading: Galatians 6:1-16 
1 My brothers and sisters, if anyone is detected in a transgression, you 
who have received the Spirit should restore such a one in a spirit of 
gentleness. Take care that you yourselves are not tempted. 2 Bear one 
another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 3 For if 
those who are nothing think they are something, they deceive 
themselves. 4 All must test their own work; then that work, rather than 
their neighbor’s work, will become a cause for pride. 5 For all must carry 
their own loads. 
6 Those who are taught the word must share in all good things with their 
teacher. 
7 Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you reap whatever you sow. 
8 If you sow to your own flesh, you will reap corruption from the flesh, but 
if you sow to the Spirit, you will reap eternal life from the Spirit. 9 So let us 
not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if 
we do not give up. 10 So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us 
work for the good of all and especially for those of the family of faith. 
11 See what large letters I make when I am writing in my own hand! 12 It is 
those who want to make a good showing in the flesh who try to compel 
you to be circumcised—only that they may not be persecuted for the 
cross of Christ. 13 Even the circumcised do not themselves obey the law, 
but they want you to be circumcised so that they may boast about your 
flesh. 14 May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me and I to the world. 
15 For neither circumcision nor uncircumcision is anything, but a new 
creation is everything! 16 As for those who will follow this rule—peace be 
upon them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God. 
 

R: Word of God, Word of Life, 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gospel: Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 10th chapter. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them on 
ahead of him in pairs to every town and place where he himself intended 
to go. 2 He said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 
therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. 
3 Go on your way; I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of 
wolves. 4 Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals, and greet no one on the 
road. 5 Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this house!’ 6 And if 
a person of peace is there, your peace will rest on that person, but if not, 
it will return to you. 7 Remain in the same house, eating and drinking 
whatever they provide, for the laborer deserves to be paid. Do not move 
about from house to house. 8 Whenever you enter a town and its people 
welcome you, eat what is set before you; 9 cure the sick who are there, 
and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 10 But 
whenever you enter a town and they do not welcome you, go out into its 
streets and say, 11 ‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we 
wipe off in protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has 
come near.’ 
16 “Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever rejects you rejects 
me, and whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me.” 



17 The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, in your name even the 
demons submit to us!” 18 He said to them, “I watched Satan fall from 
heaven like a flash of lightning. 19 Indeed, I have given you authority to 
tread on snakes and scorpions and over all the power of the enemy, and 
nothing will hurt you. 20 Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the spirits 
submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord, 
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Children’s Message 
 

Sermon 
 

Hymn of the Day 
“In Christ Called to Baptize” 
 ELW #575 

 

Apostles Creed 

P: Trusting in Christ’s life, death, and resurrection, let us profess our faith 
through the words of the Apostles Creed: 
 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen 
 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the 
wholeness of the church, the world, and all creation. 
 

P: God of grace, 
All: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior. 
All: Amen. 
 

Peace 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
All: And also with you! 
P: Let us share a sign of Christ’s peace in whatever way you are 
comfortable. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MEAL 
Offering 
“‘I Love to Tell the Story’ with ‘Jesus Loves Me’” 

arr. Marty Parks 
 

Offering Prayer 
P: Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along 
with these gifts we bring. Come among us again, breathe your life into us, 
and enliven us with this meal, that we may live as your risen body in the 
world. 
All: Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
P: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Words of Institution 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for 
the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ; who, enthroned 
forever at your right hand, intercedes for us as our great high priest. And 
so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels 
and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Holy, Holy, Holy” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Words of Institution 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 



Invitation to Communion 
P: The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice. 
 

Communion 
 

Communion Music 
 

.“In This Feast of Love” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“The Kingdom’s Treasure” 
James Michael Stevens 

 

Prayer after Communion 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in God’s grace. 
All: Amen. 
 

P: Let us pray. 
Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of 
your grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves 

and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. 
All: Amen 
 
 
 

Blessing 

P: The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill 

your hearts; and the life of the Spirit ☩ bless you and give you peace. 

All: Amen. 
 

Sending Song 
“Go to the World” 

 
 

Dismissal 
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P: Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. 
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Postlude 
“‘God of Our Fathers’ Sortie on ‘National Hymn’” 



arr. Lani Smith 
 

We Remember in Prayer; those on our Home Visitation list and those on 
our prayer list: Sandy Julifs, Mike, Lori Dewey, Bev Julien, Dylan 
Wescott, Dianne Miller, Ken & Sharon Mager, Phyllis Jacobson, JoAnn 
Garcia, Betty Steinke, Larry Wahler, and Lila Edeus. 
 

Worship Assistants: 
Presider: Pastor Gene Vincent 
Opener/Head Usher/Closer – Mary Ordean 
Acolytes – Arians family 
Communion Assistant – Chad Arians 
Greeters – Bob & Judy Bartel 
Ushers – Donna Kendall, Greg Zeigler 
Reader – Greg Zeigler 
Sound – Braydn Arians 
Altar Guild – Janie Billings, Susan Kuehl 
 

Musicians: 
Andrew Doughty 
Julie Woessner 
Amy Zeigler 
Dawn Zeigler 
Gabe Zeigler 

 

Next week – July 13 
Opener/Head Usher/Closer – Mary Ordean 
Acolytes – Ordean family 
Greeters – Susan Kuehl, Dan Dir 
Ushers – Nancy Beck, Carolyn Duncan 
Reader – Carolyn Duncan 
Sound – David Carrillo 
Communion Assistant – Lily Segura 
Altar Guild – Janie Billings, Susan Kuehl 
Coffee Fellowship – Volunteer Needed 
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