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JOIN US FOR

SPLASH
DAY

AUGUST 10TH

STARTS AT 10:30
DIRECTLY AFTER SERVICE

“FEAR NOT,

Jlock.

FOR IT IS YOUR FATHER'S GOOD PLEASURE
TO GIVE YOU THE KINGDOM."
LUKE 12:32, ESV

FREE EVENT WITH SNACKS
AND DRINKS AVAILABLE

ACTIVITIES

SPRINKLERS, WATER
BALLOONS, CHALK,
PLAYGROUND,
TODDLER/BABY FRIENDLY o
WATER TOYS, AND MORE!K J

oo

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
1701 16TH AVE, STERLING, IL 61081

Sunday, August 10, 2025
9:00 a.m.



Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church
It is a joy to gather together for worship!

St. Paul Purpose Statement
Living Christ centered lives so we may love all, serve our community, and share the
Word.

Sunday Worship Schedule
9:00 a.m. In-person worship with Holy Communion
10:15 a.m. In-person Sunday School — September — May

Communion

We celebrate Jesus' presence each week in Holy Communion. This is the Lord's
Supper and Jesus invites us: whether you are a lifelong Lutheran, or just considering
Christianity; if you are an infant or elderly; if your family has been in the United States
for generations, or has only recently arrived; if you are LGBTQIA+ or straight; if you
live with disabilities, chronic illness, or are able-bodied and currently healthy; if you
are home-blessed or homeless; ... YOU are welcome at God's meal of grace at St.
Paul.

Accessibility
Handicap parking, entrance, wheelchair, and restrooms are available. Sound
amplifiers and large print bulletins are available. Please ask an usher for assistance.

Children’s Offering
The August Children’s offering will go to towards the shipping of the LWR School Kits
that have been collected.

Pastor Mark Luepke, Part-time Interim
pastormark@stpaulsterling.com
1701 16th Ave. Sterling, IL 61081
815-625-3069
Church email: stpaulsterling@comcast.net
www.stpaulsterling.com

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

Prelude
‘By Faith”
Keith Getty, Kristin Getty

Welcome/Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness
(Al may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.)

P: In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.

P: Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Merciful God

All: you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and
follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but
we turn away from the abundant life you offer. You surround us with
patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary in doing
what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal
us, break our bonds, and show us the path of life. Amen.

P: You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In

the cross of ++ Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins
are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
All: Amen.
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Gathering Hymn
“He Is Exalted”
Sing twice

He is ex-alt-ed the King is ex-alt-ed on high, __ [ will  praise Him.
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He is ex-alt-ed, for - ev-er ex-al-ed and will praise  His name! ____
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re - joice in His ho - ly name.

He is ex - alt - ed, the King is ex - alt -ed on high!

Greeting

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

All: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray together:

All: Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light
of your church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we
may be ready to receive you wherever you appear, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

First Reading: Genesis 15:1-6

1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do
not be afraid, Abram, | am your shield; your reward shall be very great.”
2But Abram said, “O Lord Gob, what will you give me, for | continue
childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 2 And Abram
said, “You have given me no offspring, so a slave born in my house is to
be my heir.” 4But the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not
be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” ®*He
brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if
you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your
descendants be.” ® And he believed the LorD, and the LoRD reckoned it to
him as righteousness.

R: Word of God, Word of Life,
All: Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

! Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things
not seen. ?Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 3By faith we
understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that
what is seen was made from things that are not visible.

8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that
he was to receive as an inheritance, and he set out, not knowing where
he was going. °By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been
promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who
were heirs with him of the same promise. ° For he looked forward to the
city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. ! By faith,
with Sarah’s involvement, he received power of procreation, even though
he was too old, because he considered him faithful who had promised.
12Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead,
descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the
innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.”

3 All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from
a distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were
strangers and foreigners on the earth, *for people who speak in this way



make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. *If they had been
thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had
opportunity to return. *But as it is, they desire a better homeland, that is,
a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God;
indeed, he has prepared a city for them.

R: Word of God, Word of Life,
All: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter - nal  life.

Gospel: Luke 12:32-40
P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 12" chapter.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said: *2“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father's good
pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give alms.
Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in
heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. **For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

35“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; *® be like those who are
waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they
may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. *” Blessed
are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly | tell
you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will
come and serve them. 38If he comes during the middle of the night or
near dawn and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.

39“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the
thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. *°You
also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not
expect.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord,
All: Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Message

Sermon
“The Adventure of Faith”

Hymn of the Day
“Have No Fear, Little Flock”
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Have no fear, lit-tle  Hock; have no fear, Iit - tle
Have good cheer, lit-tle  flock: have good cheer, lit - tle

praise the Lord high a -
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3 Praise the Lord high a - bove;
4 thank - ful hearts raise 1o

Thank - ful  hearts raise to God;
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flock, for the Fa - ther has cho - sen 1o
flock, for the Fa - ther will  keep you in
bove, for he stoops down to  heal you, up -
God, for he stays close be - side you, in
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give you the Kking-dom: have no fear, It - tle  flock!
his  love for - ev - er;  have good cheer, Iit - tle  flock!
lift and re - store you:; praise the Lord high a - bove!
all things  works with you; thank - ful  hearts raise to  God!

Text: Luke 12:32. st 1: Marjorie Jillson, b, 1931, st5. 2-4
Music: LITTLE FLOCK, Heinz Werner Zimmermann, b, 1930
Textand music € 1973 Concordia Publishing Flouse.



Apostles Creed
P: Trusting in Christ’s life, death, and resurrection, let us profess our faith
through the words of the Apostles Creed:

All: 1 believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried,
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of Intercession
In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole
church and pray for the needs of the world.

P: God of grace,
All: hear our prayer.

P: Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you,
in the name of Jesus Christ.
All: Amen.

Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.

All: And also with you!

P: Let us share a sign of Christ's peace in whatever way you are
comfortable.

MEAL
Offering
“Blessed Be Your Name”
Beth Redman, Matt Redman

Offering Prayer

P: Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the
harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the
earth and our labor, that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior.

All: Amen.
The Great Thanksgiving
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Let us  give thanks o the Lord our God.

It is right

to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:



“Holy, Holy, Holy”

Invitation to Communion
P: The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.
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thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

“Come to the Table”
arr. Carol Tornquist

Prayer after Communion

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in God’s grace.

All: Amen.

P: Let us pray.

Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of
your grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.

All: Amen



Blessing We Remember in Prayer; those on our Home Visitation list and those on

P: The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill our prayer list: Sandy Julifs, Mike, Lori Dewey, Dylan Wescott, Dianne
your hearts; and the life of the Spirit + bless you and give you peace. Miller, Ken & Sharon Mager, Phyllis Jacobson, JoAnn Garcia, Betty
All: Amen. Steinke, Larry Wahler, and Lila Edeus.
Sending Song Worship Assistants:
“O God, Our Help in Ages Past” Opener/Head Usher/Closer — Mary Ordean
ELW #632 Acolytes — Ordean family
0 Greeters — Nancy Eilers
1 I | - 1 i : I
b ——a——F 5 = Ushers — Mel Johnson, Carolyn Duncan
@ o Tt H he Reader — Carolyn Duncan
1 0O Glnd. ()}:ll‘ hl;:lp’ in a-ges Lmst. our hope lfor Z\j"caris' to  come, Sound — David Carrillo
2 Un-der the shad-ow of your throne your saints have dwelt se - cure; : : i
3 Be-fore the hills in or-der stood or earth re-ceived its frame. Commur_uon ASSISt_ant ’ L_Ily Se_gura
4 A thou-sand a - ges in your sight arc like an eve-ning gone, Altar Guild — Debbie O’Brien, Diane Yoeckel
0 —_— —_— —— . — Musicians:
¥ | e - 2 0 . {' - - ® {' f l' = s_ Live:
our shel-ter from the storm-y blast, and our e - ter - nal home: Julie Woessner
suf - fi-cient is your arm a - lone, and our de-fense is  sure. Recorded:
from ev - er - last - ing you are God. to end-less years the same. Gerad VVon Holten

short as the watch that ends the night be - fore the ris - ing sun. Dawn Zeigler

o sean ™ G ot i o, Next Week - August 17
they fly forgotten. as a dream still be f’f’ig‘fard whﬂilc troubles last Worship Assistants
_— \3.:§?.f24r,l:$4;),2l.l‘lng day. prdrouzetemal inme. Opener/Head Usher/Closer — David Carrillo
Music: S1. ANNE, William Croft, 1678-1727 Acolytes — Arians family
Dismissal Greeters — Nancy Beck, Greg Zeigler
P: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. Ushers — Diane Y_oeckel, Donna Kendall
All: Thanks be to God. Reader — Bev Julien

Sound - Bradyn Arians
I?ostlude , Communion Assistants — Nancy Beck, Greg Zeigler
May You Run and Not Be Weary Altar Guild — Debbie O'Brien, Diane Yoeckel

arr. Henry Wiens Coffee Fellowship — Volunteer Needed
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