
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, September 28, 2025 
9:00 a.m. 



Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church 
It is a joy to gather together for worship! 

 

St. Paul Purpose Statement 
Living Christ centered lives so we may love all, serve our community, and share the 
Word. 
 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
9:00 a.m. In-person worship with Holy Communion 
10:15 a.m. In-person Sunday School – September – May 
 

Communion 
We celebrate Jesus' presence each week in Holy Communion. This is the Lord's 
Supper and Jesus invites us: whether you are a lifelong Lutheran, or just considering 
Christianity; if you are an infant or elderly; if your family has been in the United States 
for generations, or has only recently arrived; if you are LGBTQIA+ or straight; if you 
live with disabilities, chronic illness, or are able-bodied and currently healthy; if you 
are home-blessed or homeless; ... YOU are welcome at God's meal of grace at St. 
Paul. 
 

Accessibility 
Handicap parking, entrance, wheelchair, and restrooms are available. Sound 
amplifiers and large print bulletins are available. Please ask an usher for assistance. 
 

Children’s Offering 
The September Children’s offering will go to towards The Buddy Bag program. Last 
year they saw a big increase in participation and were able to meet the need thanks to 
generous donations. Last spring they were packing and distributing 160 bags each 
week! At a cost of approximately $3.44 per bag currently, the costs add up quickly. Be 
assured that every penny donated goes only to the cost of purchasing the food. All 
administrative costs are covered separately. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Mark Luepke, Part-time Interim 
pastormark@stpaulsterling.com 

1701 16th Ave. Sterling, IL 61081 
815-625-3069 

Church email: stpaulsterling@comcast.net 
www.stpaulsterling.com 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Prelude 
“Footsteps of Jesus” 

By Asa B. Everett 
Arranged by Lani Smith 

 

“Touch the Sky” 
Words and Music by Joel Houston, Dylan Thomas and Michael Guy 

Chislett 
Arranged by John Cumberland 

 

Welcome/Announcements 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 

(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins.) 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our maker, our helper, and our 

keeper. 
All: Amen. 
 

P: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God 
and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Merciful and loving God, 
All: we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy. We 
grumble about your grace to others. We turn away from the poor. 
Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as ones who 
were lost and have been found. Amen. 
 

P: Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came 
into the world to save sinners. You who were lost have been found. In the 

name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 

All: Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn 

“Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven” 
 ELW #864 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

P: Let us pray together: 
All: O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled 
world. Feed us with your grace, and grant us the treasure that 
comes only from you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

First Reading: Amos 6:1a, 4-7 
1a Woe to those who are at ease in Zion and for those who feel secure on 
Mount Samaria. 
4 Woe to those who lie on beds of ivory and lounge on their couches and 
eat lambs from the flock and calves from the stall, 5 who sing idle songs to 
the sound of the harp and like David improvise on instruments of music, 
6 who drink wine from bowls and anoint themselves with the finest oils but 
are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! 7 Therefore they shall now be the 
first to go into exile, and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away. 
 

R: Word of God, Word of Life, 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm: Psalm 146 

R: Hallelujah! Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
All: I will praise the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praises to my 
God while I have my being. 
R: Put not your trust in rulers, in mortals in whom there is no help. 
All: When they breathe their last, they return to earth, and in that day 
their thoughts perish. 
R: Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose hope 
is in the LORD their God; 
All: who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; 
who keeps promises forever; 
R: who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who 
hunger. The LORD sets the captive free. 
All: The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those 
who are bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous. 
R: The LORD cares for the stranger; the LORD sustains the orphan and 
widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
All: The LORD shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all 
generations. Hallelujah! 
 

Second Reading: 1 Timothy 6:6-19 
6 Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment, 
7 for we brought nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of 



it, 8 but if we have food and clothing, we will be content with these. 9 But 
those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many 
senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and 
destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in 
their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the faith and 
pierced themselves with many pains. 
11 But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, 
godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the 
faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called and for which 
you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 13 In 
the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who 
in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge 
you 14 to keep the commandment without spot or blame until the 
manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which he will bring about at the 
right time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings 
and Lord of lords. 16 It is he alone who has immortality and dwells in 
unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see; to him be 
honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 
17 As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be 
haughty or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches but rather on 
God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18 They 
are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, 
19 thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the 
future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life. 
 

R: Word of God, Word of Life, 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gospel: Luke 16:19-31 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 16th chapter. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 19 “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine 
linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. 20 And at his gate lay a 
poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21 who longed to satisfy his 
hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would 
come and lick his sores. 22 The poor man died and was carried away by 
the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. 
23 In Hades, where he was being tormented, he lifted up his eyes and saw 
Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 24 He called out, ‘Father 
Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger 
in water and cool my tongue, for I am in agony in these flames.’ 25 But 
Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your lifetime you received 
your good things and Lazarus in like manner evil things, but now he is 
comforted here, and you are in agony. 26 Besides all this, between you 
and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to 
pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to 
us.’ 27 He said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father’s house 
28 for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not 
also come into this place of torment.’ 29 Abraham replied, ‘They have 
Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.’ 30 He said, ‘No, 
father Abraham, but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will 
repent.’ 31 He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, 
neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord, 
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Children’s Message 
 

Sermon 
 “Called to Take Our Binders Off” 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn of the Day 
“The Church of Christ, in Every Age” 
 ELW #729 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quilt & Kit Blessing* 
 

Leader: God, you call us to love our neighbors as ourselves. Send forth 
your Spirit today as we call upon you to bless our work and make it holy. 
Help these quilts and kits, our offerings of hope, to travel across the 
furthest distances to reach our most weary neighbors and surround them 
with your grace and peace. 
All: Jesus, open our hearts to love our neighbors. 

L: God, we give you thanks for the pieces of fabric, thread, sewing 
machines, and the items collected for the kits. May their presence be a 
sign of your faithful promise, may these quilts wrap our neighbors in 
unending love, and may these kits offer dignity and healing. 
All: Jesus, open our hearts to love our neighbors. 

L: God, we give thanks for all those who have taken part in creating these 
quilts and kits. May you guide us to greater empathy for our neighbors in 
crisis, for mothers who struggle to feed their hungry children, for the 
fearful, the anxious, the isolated. May these quilts and kits provide 
comfort and relief to those who are downtrodden around the world. 
All: Jesus, open our hearts to love our neighbors. 

L: God, be with those who will receive these gifts — neighbors we have 
never met, neighbors who are far away, neighbors who, like us, long for 
your grace and mercy. May the work crafted from our humble hands 
serve as a beacon of light and hope to those who are desolate and 
hopeless and fill them with the peace that is only found in you. 
All: Jesus, open our hearts to love our neighbors. 

L: We thank you for this ministry of service and for the opportunity to 
comfort those in their darkest hours, to remind our neighbors in Christ of 
your loving presence. Bring us ever closer to your heart and our 
neighbors in need throughout the world. We pray all this in the name of 
Jesus, the one who is our hope. 
All: Amen. 
 

L: Emboldened by God’s eternal and unconditional love for all people, let 
us go and do likewise, and share our blessings with neighbors near and 
far, in the name of the Father, the Son +, and the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 
* from LWR Mission Quilt Resources 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Apostles Creed 

P: Trusting in Christ’s life, death, and resurrection, let us profess our faith 
through the words of the Apostles Creed: 
 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen 
 

Prayers of Intercession 

P: Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and 
all in need. 
 

P: God of grace, 
All: receive our prayer. 
 

P: We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, 
our redeemer and friend. 
All: Amen. 
 

Peace 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
All: And also with you! 
P: Let us share a sign of Christ’s peace in whatever way you are 
comfortable. 
 

MEAL 
Offering 
“Shall We Gather at the River” 

By Robert Lowry 
Arranged by Lyndell Leatherman 

Offering Prayer 
P: Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given 
to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, 
who richly provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all 
who are suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the 
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
 

“Holy, Holy, Holy” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Words of Institution 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 
P: Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. 
Come to this meal of mercy. 
 

Communion 
 

Communion Music 
 

.“Lamb of God” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“We Come to the Hungry Feast” 
ELW #479 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



“For the Bread Which You Have Broken” 
 ELW #494 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer after Communion 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in God’s grace. 
All: Amen. 
 

P: Let us pray. 
O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to 
be your servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions with 
all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
All: Amen 
 

Blessing 

P: The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who 

gives food to the hungry, who sets the prisoners free, ☩ bless you now 

and forever. 
All: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sending Song 
“To Be Your Presence” 
 ELW #546 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Do not lose heart. 

All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
“Ancient of Days (with Immortal, Invisible)” 

Words and Music by Jamie Harvill and Gary Sadler 
Arranged by Bethany K. Smith and Mary McDonald 

 

We Remember in Prayer; those on our Home Visitation list and those on 
our prayer list: Raymond Graftaas, Matt Friel, Sandy Julifs, Mike, Lori 
Dewey, Dylan Wescott, Ken & Sharon Mager, Phyllis Jacobson, Betty 
Steinke, and Larry Wahler. 
 
 
 
 



Worship Assistants: 
Opener/Head Usher/Closer – Stacey Avelar 
Acolytes – Avelar family 
Greeters – Bob & Judy Bartel 
Ushers – Dan Dir, Janie Billings 
Reader – Stacey Avelar 
Sound – Braydn Arians 
Communion Assistant – Janie Billings 
Altar Guild – Judy Bartel, Donna Kendall 
 

Musicians: 
 Lori Attig 
 Julie Woessner-DeJonge 
 

Next Week – October 5 
Worship Assistants 
Opener/Head Usher/Closer – Greg Zeigler 
Acolytes – Altar Guild 
Greeters – Nancy Beck, Bev Graunke 
Ushers – Keith Peugh, Mel Johnson 
Reader – Keith Peugh 
Sound – Greg Zeigler 
Communion Assistant – Nancy Beck 
Altar Guild – Audrey & Cathy Cox 
Coffee Fellowship – Volunteer Needed 
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