Sunday, December 21, 2025
9:00 a.m.



Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church
It is a joy to gather together for worship!

St. Paul Purpose Statement
Living Christ centered lives so we may love all, serve our community, and
share the Word.

Sunday Worship Schedule
9:00 a.m. In-person worship with Holy Communion
10:15 a.m. In-person Sunday School — September — May

Communion

We celebrate Jesus' presence each week in Holy Communion. This is the
Lord's Supper and Jesus invites us: whether you are a lifelong Lutheran, or just
considering Christianity; if you are an infant or elderly; if your family has been in
the United States for generations, or has only recently arrived; if you are
LGBTQIA+ or straight; if you live with disabilities, chronic iliness, or are able-
bodied and currently healthy; if you are home-blessed or homeless; ... YOU are
welcome at God's meal of grace at St. Paul.

Accessibility

Handicap parking, entrance, wheelchair, and restrooms are available. Sound
amplifiers and large print bulletins are available. Please ask an usher for
assistance.

Children’s Offering

The December children’s offering with be for the God’s Global Barnyard
through the ELCA Good Gifts. A gift to God’s Global Barnyard will be used
where needed most to support livestock, agriculture and other sustainable-
development projects, which help farmers and families with the resources they
need to thrive.

Pastor Mark Luepke, Part-time Interim
pastormark@stpaulsterling.com
1701 16th Ave. Sterling, IL 61081
815-625-3069
Church email: stpaulsterling@comcast.net
www.stpaulsterling.com

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Children’s Christmas Program
Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and name him Emmanuel.
The gospel is Matthew’s account of the annunciation and birth of the one named
Emmanuel, God-with-us. During these final days of Advent we pray, “O come, O come,
Emmanuel,” a beloved hymn based on the O Antiphons, ancient prayers appointed for the
seven days preceding Christmas. On this final Sunday of Advent we prepare to celebrate
the birth of the one born to save us from the power of sin and death.

Prelude
“Fling Wide the Door”
stg. Nancy Raabe

Welcome/Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as
the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose home is heaven and
earth, whose salvation is sure.
All: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Long-expected God,

All: we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security
only you can provide. We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to
release our grip on the ways of war. We become impatient while
waiting and weary of keeping awake. Free us from self-reliance, and
teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. Increase our trust in
God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent among us, that we may
abound in the hope you have promised. Amen.
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P: God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God's own
righteousness. *F You are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready

to welcome the Savior.
All: Amen.

Gathering Hymn
“Canticle of the Turning”
ELW #723
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GREETING

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

All: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray together:

All: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant
grace and might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that
eagerly we may receive your promises, for you live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Leader: On this fourth Sunday of Advent, we light the candle of love. The
love of God is made known in the birth of Jesus, the Savior of the world.
All: “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for
one’s friends” (John 15:13).

All four candles are lit.

Leader: May the love of Christ fill our hearts as we prepare for His
coming.
All: We light this candle of love, celebrating the love of Christ.

Advent Song
“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”
ELW #257 vs 7 only
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“Just A Little Christmas” — Our children share the Christmas story

Welcome

Welcome everyone to Bethlehem! Let us open
our eyes and ears and listen to the story of
when Christ was born.

PART 1. Mary, Joseph and Angel

READING: Luke 1:28-38

28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings,
you who are highly favored! The Lord is with
you.” 2° Mary was greatly troubled at his words
and wondered what kind of greeting this might
be. 3° But the angel said to her, “Do not be
afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 3! You will conceive and give
birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be
called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of
his father David, 2 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever;
his kingdom will never end.” 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel,
“since | am a virgin?” 3 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come
on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy
one to be born will be called the Son of God. 3¢ Even Elizabeth your
relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to
be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. ¥ For no word from God will
ever fail.” 3 “| am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to
me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.

Special Music
‘Away in a Manger”
Makenzie Bartel

READING: Matthew 1:18-24

18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother
Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came
together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 1°
Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want
to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 2°
But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in
a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary
home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy
Spirit. 2t She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name
Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took
place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 2 “The virgin
will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel’
(which means “God with us”). 2 When Joseph woke up, he did what the
angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife.

PART 2: Herod, Soldiers, Mary, Joseph and All Actors

READING: Luke 2:1-5

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be
taken of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took
place whilel Quirinius was governor of Syria.) * And everyone went to their
own town to register. 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth
in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he
belonged to the house and line of David. ®> He went there to register with
Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child.



“O Little Town of Bethlehem”
ELW #279

“Away in a Manger”
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PART 3: Shepherds and Angels

READING: Luke 2:8-14

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch
over their flocks at night. °® An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 1° But
the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. | bring you good news that will
cause great joy for all the people. 1! Today in the town of David a Savior
has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. *? This will be a sign to
you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”®
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel,
praising God and saying, * “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on
earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”



“The First Noel” glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen,

ELW #300 verses 1&2 which were just as they had been told.
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happened, which the Lord has told us about.” '® So they hurried off and PART 4: Wise Men, Mary, Joseph, Angel and All the Actors
found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. *’

When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had
been told them about this child, *® and all who heard it were amazed at
what the shepherds said to them. ® But Mary treasured up all these
things and pondered them in her heart. 2° The shepherds returned,
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Thank you to all our Musicians, Sunday School Teachers, Parents, and
Students for a wonderful Christmas Program!

Prayers of Intercession

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting
your promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.

A brief silence.

P: God of grace.
All: hear our prayer.



P: Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.
All: Amen.

Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.

All: And also with you!

P: Let us share a sign of Christ's peace in whatever way you are
comfortable.

Offering
“Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”
arr. Mark Hayes

Offering Prayer

P: Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the
desert. Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may
rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom come.

All: Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

E #: LT i |8 | LT} 1 k. I
I\l"'ll‘} L B | I | I. L | o} I | || I-
F The Lord be  with wyou, ] And al - so with you
2 — F i — — 11 i i ! ! !
< »
P Lift up  vour hearts, @ We lift them to the Lord.
b1
g o
G——rr— | ==
P Let LS give thanks [£4] the Liord our Grod.
Fa b4 1
| ) 1 || | [ | | [ | I
e = = o 3 - =~
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P: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ
our Lord. You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he
comes again to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with the Church
on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

“Holy, Holy, Holy”
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The Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.



Give us this day our daily bread; “Emmanuel”
and forgive us our trespasses, Sing three times
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; grant us peace. for the wear - vy and the worn, Je - sus  comes.
to a world that needs him still, Je - sus  comes.

Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953
Music: TENTH NIGHT, Sally Ann Maorris, b, 1952
Text and music © 2009 GIA Publications, Inc., gismuasc.com. All nghts reserved.



Prayer after Communion

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in God’s grace.

All: Amen.

P: Let us pray.

God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send
us forth, eager to share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good
fruit in the name of Jesus.

All: Amen.

P: | invite you to rise in body or spirit to receive a blessing.

Blessing

P: May God who comes among us, Father, ++ Son, and Holy Spirit, grant
you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share
today and always.

All: Amen.

Sending Song
“He Came Down”
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He came down that we may have love; he came down that we may have love:
He came down that we may have light; he came down that we may have light;
He came down that we may have peace; he came down that we may have peace;
He came down that we may have joy; he came down that we may have joy:
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he came down that we may have love:
he came down that we may have light:
he came down that we may have peace:
he came down that we may have joy:
Teat: Camercon traditional
Music: HE CAME DOWN, Cameroon wraditional
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hal-le - lu - jah for-ev-er - more.

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Keep awake.
All: Thanks be to God.

Postlude
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” with “Joy to the World”
arr. Christopher R. Brown

Coffee Fellowship Christmas cookies will be served following worship.
Thank you to Bill & Carolyn Duncan for setting this up and to who
donated cookies. All are welcome!

We Remember in Prayer; those hospitalized this week: Ron Billings;
those on our Home Visitation list and those on our prayer list: Lori Dewey,
Maggie N., John Renner, the Woodworth family, Michelle Klinger, Pastor
Bree, Matt Friel, Sandy Julifs, Mike, Dylan Wescott, Phyllis Jacobson,
and Betty Steinke

Worship Assistants:

Opener/Head Usher/Closer — Stacey Avelar
Acolytes — Avelar family

Greeters — Janie Billings, Nancy Eilers
Ushers — Nancy Beck, Volunteer needed
Advent Readers — Shore family

Readers — Stacey Avelar, Greg Zeigler
Sound — David Carrillo

Communion Assistant — Nancy Eilers

Altar Guild — Debbie O’Brien, Diane Yoeckel

Musicians:

St. John’s and St. Paul Sunday School & Confirmation Students
Makenzie Bartel

Mont Cessna

Julie Woessner DeJonge

Amy Zeigler

Dawn Zeigler



Christmas Eve Worship Assistants

8:00 p.m.

Opener/Head Usher/Closer — David Carrillo
Acolytes — Altar Guild

Greeters — Bob & Judy Bartel

Ushers — Bill & Carolyn Duncan

Advent Readers — Gale family

Reader — Bill Duncan

Sound — Greg Zeigler

Communion Assistant — Greg Zeigler

Altar Guild — Debbie O’Brien, Diane Yoeckel

Next Week — December 28

Worship Assistants

Opener/Head Usher/Closer — Mary Ordean

Acolytes — Ordean family

Greeters/Ushers — Dan Dir, Gary Fields, Keith Peugh
Reader — Keith Peugh

Sound — Bradyn Arians

Communion Assistant — Janie Billings

Altar Guild — Debbie O’Brien, Diane Yoeckel

Coffee Fellowship — Volunteer Needed
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