
 
 

Purpose Statement 
Living Christ centered lives so we may love all, serve our community, and share the Word. 

 

News for Sunday, January 25, 2026 
Third Sunday after Epiphany 

 

Join us for at 9:00 a.m. for Worship 
 

Click HERE for the 9:00 a.m. Worship bulletin 
 

Click HERE to watch the Livestream 
 

We Remember in Prayer; those hospitalized this week: Jeff Waite, Dianne Miller; those on our Home 
Visitation list and those on our prayer list: Karol Gerken, Ron Ukena, Ron Billings, Lori Dewey, Maggie 
N., the Woodworth family. Michelle Klinger, Matt Friel, Sandy Julifs, Mike, Dylan Wescott, Phyllis 
Jacobson, and Betty Steinke 
 

Placing our confidence in the sure and certain hope of the resurrection of our loved ones, we extend 
our sympathy to the family and friends of John Rylander. John passed away on January 17. Memorial 
services are pending. 

We also pray for the friends and family of Pastor Bree Truax. Her father, Roger, passed away on 
January 19 in the state of Oregon. 
 May God’s presence bring you comfort and peace. 
 

During this time of transition if you have an emergency, please call Sue in the church office or one of 

the council members who will contact the pastor that is covering during that time. 
 

Thank you! 
Thank you to Mike & Debbie O’Brien for straightening the tables in the storeroom. It is greatly appreciated. 
 

CLEO (Church Ladies Eating Out) 
CLEO will meet tomorrow evening, Monday, January 26. at 5:30 p.m. at 3-Twelve in Sterling. We are 
really looking forward to seeing you! If you need a ride or have any questions, please contact Judy Bartel 
at 815-751-6768. All are welcome! 
 

Custodian 
We are looking for a part-time custodian approximately 5 hours per week. If you or someone you know 
are interested, please contact Chrissy Zollinger. 
 

Your help is needed! 
Church Council meets monthly, serving the church through leadership. People of God, the 
nominating committee will soon be seeking nominees for council. You have two options: Option #1 – 
Prayerfully consider serving on Church Council in 2026; Option #2 – Pray that God will raise up leaders 
in our congregation willing to serve on Church Council. NOW is the time to be choosing and enacting 
option 1 or option 2. Thank you for your diligence in this! 
 

Mark your calendar! 
The Annual meeting will be held following worship on Sunday, February 1 Annual reports can be picked 
at the back of the sanctuary for you take home to look over. An email with the report attached was sent 
on Friday. 
 

Tri-Church Confirmation 
Due to a scheduling conflict for Pastor Bree, Tri Church Confirmation will be on February 8 from 11:00 
a.m. – 2:00 p.m. at Immanuel. Her deepest apologies about the need for the change. Her dad died on 
January 21 and she is in the state of Oregon on bereavement and vacation until Feb. 6. Thanks in advance 
for your understanding. 
 

Contribution Statements will be mailed next week. If you did not receive it and would like one, please 
let the office know. 
 

Congregational Resourcing Event 2026 
You are invited to the Congregational Resourcing Event on March 7, 2026 at Sauk Valley Community 
College in Dixon, Illinois. Come gather together with lay and rostered members from across our synod as 
we learn from Pastor Laurie Skow-Anderson, our workshop leaders, and our display table hosts. Each 
piece of the day will inspire and encourage participants in faith and ministry! Cost is $40 per person and 
includes lunch and coffee. Registration is now open! The church will pay for your registration if you are 
interested in attending. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://stpaulsterling.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/1-25-26.pdf
http://www.stpaulsterling.com/live


Children’s Offering 
The January children’s offering will go to the Sauk Valley Food Bank. Sauk Valley Foodbank supplies food 
to our local pantries so they are able to provide food to families in need during the week. We also run 
mobile pantries at various sites in Sterling and Rock Falls throughout the week where we give directly to 
families. 
 

THIS WEEK

Monday, January 26 
BBT will meet at 3-Twelve at 11:30 a.m. 
CLEO will meet at 3-Twelve at 5:30 p.m. 

Tri-Church meeting at Immanuel at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday, January 19 
Pastor Mark will be in the office 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

 

Next Sunday, February 1 
Worship/Communion service at 9:00 a.m. 

Coffee fellowship at 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School at 10:15 a.m. 

 

Next week – February 1 
Opener/Head Usher/Closer – Volunteer needed 

Acolytes – Altar Guild 
Greeters – Susan Kuehl, Bev Graunke 

Ushers – Ann Beswick, Nancy Beck 
Reader – Ann Beswick 
Sound – Greg Zeigler 

Communion Assistant – Nancy Beck 
Altar Guild – Audrey Cox, Cathy Cox 

Coffee Fellowship – Volunteer needed 
 

WELCA Tri-Church 
Attn: All Women of the ELCA (WELCA) 
If you weren’t able to attend the kick off meeting you can still join the fun! We currently have three active 
groups and two more in development: 
 

Active Groups (All are welcome!) 
• Morning Gather Bible Study: Meets the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 9:00 AM at Immanuel. Led 
by Pastor Bree and coordinated by Ronda Borgman. 
• Quilting for Lutheran World Relief: Meets the 3rd Wednesday of each month from 9:00 AM – 
12:00 PM. No experience is necessary! Coordinated by Deb O’Brien and Dawn Waite. 
• CLEO (Church Ladies Eating Out): Meets the 4th Monday of each month at 5:30 PM at various 
local restaurants. Coordinated by Judy Bartell. Please RSVP to Judy at 815.751.6768 so she can confirm 
the reservation. 
 

Groups Currently Forming 
• Mom’s Group: Coordinated by Gabby Law. 
• Evening Gather Bible Study: Coordinated by Karen Wolf. 
Stay tuned for more details as these groups finalize their schedules. 
 

Get Involved: New groups can be formed at any time! We still have several areas of interest that need 
coordinators to help them get off the ground.  We are looking for coordinators for: 
Book Club 
Women’s Faith Events 
Service Events 
Writing Cards and Visiting Homebound 
Fundraising Events 
Meal Train 
Fellowship Events 
Game Nights 
Crafters 
If you feel called to lead or help organize a new group, please let us know.  You can also join a group that 
is already formed as well. 
 

In Grace and Service,  
Chrissy Zollinger, Dawn Zeigler, Karen Wolf, Emily Taylor, Ronda Borgman, and Deb Keaschall 
 


