LWR Personal Health Kits

. . . . . _ Then beginning with Moses
During the month of April we will be gathering the items listed below for ;
the Personal Care Kits. We will have the towels, please just shop for the and all the prophets, he interpreted
other items. to them the things about himself in
We have monies from Thrivent from Patty Arians to buy towels. all the scriptures.

The Personal Care Kits will be taken to the ingathering along with the
quilts. Thank you.

There is a container in the back of the church to place the items.

These kits go all over the world when natural disaster strikes or political
conflict flares. These families often have little chance to gather their
belongings before fleeing the danger. They arrive in a refugee camp, or
other place of safety, scared, vulnerable and dirty from travel.

The simple items included in a Personal Care Kit allow them to wash
away dirt and sweat with the fresh scent of soap and the softness of a
towel to remind them that they are cared for. So let us do God’'s Work
with Our Hands and share God’s grace by
providing that simple comfort to those who do
not have. Questions please ask Debbie O’Brien,
815-441-0257.

Here is the list of the items needed:
1-dark-colored-bath-towel

Thanks to a Thrivent grant from Patty Arians,
you will NOT need to purchase a towel this year.

2 or 3-Bath size bars of soap (80oz or more
total). Please KEEP in original packaging. Any
brand welcome.

1-Adult size toothbrush .Please KEEP in original packaqging or a business
size envelope.

1-Sturdy comb (no picks or fine toothed combs).
1-metal nail clipper with or without a file.

Luke 24:27, NRSV

Sunday, April 19, 2026
9:00 a.m.



Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church
It is a joy to gather together for worship!

St. Paul Purpose Statement
Living Christ centered lives so we may love all, serve our community, and
share the Word.

Sunday Worship Schedule
9:00 a.m. In-person worship with Holy Communion
10:15 a.m. In-person Sunday School — September — May

Communion

We celebrate Jesus' presence each week in Holy Communion. This is the
Lord's Supper and Jesus invites us: whether you are a lifelong Lutheran, or just
considering Christianity; if you are an infant or elderly; if your family has been in
the United States for generations, or has only recently arrived; if you are
LGBTQIA+ or straight; if you live with disabilities, chronic iliness, or are able-
bodied and currently healthy; if you are home-blessed or homeless; ... YOU are
welcome at God's meal of grace at St. Paul.

Accessibility

Handicap parking, entrance, wheelchair, and restrooms are available. Sound
amplifiers and large print bulletins are available. Please ask an usher for
assistance.

Children’s Offering
The April Children’s offering will go towards the LWR Personal Care Kits.

Pastor Mark Luepke, Part-time Interim
pastormark@stpaulsterling.com
1701 16th Ave. Sterling, IL 61081
815-625-3069
Church email: stpaulsterling@comcast.net
www.stpaulsterling.com

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Third Sunday of Easter
Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus, overcome with sadness,
loss, and disappointment. They had hoped Jesus, who was crucified, would be the one to
redeem Israel' Yet the risen Christ walks with them and then opens their eyes in the
breaking of the bread. Each Sunday our hearts burn within us as the scriptures are
proclaimed and Christ appears to us as bread is broken and wine is poured. The story of
Emmaus becomes the pattern of our worship each Lord’s day.

Prelude
‘1 Will Rise”
Tomlin/Reeves/Giglio/Maher

Welcome/Announcements

Thanksgiving for Baptism
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as
the presiding minister begins.

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
All: Christis risen indeed. Alleluia!

P: Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the
Lamb!
All: Amen.

P: Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You
lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation:
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters
that nourish us.

P: Blessed are you.
All: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P: Jesus Christ, you are the faithful withess who accompanies us on our
journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.

All: You guide us to springs of the water of life.


mailto:pastormark@stpaulsterling.com
mailto:stpaulsterling@comcast.net
http://www.stpaulsterling.com/

P: Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break

down batrriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you.
All: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for
making us a new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you

honor and praise, now and forever.
All: Amen.

Gathering Hymn
“We Come to the Hungry Feast”
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Text: Ray Makeever, b, 1943
Music: HUNGRY FEAST. Ray Makeever
Text and music @ 1982 Ray Makesver, admin. Augsbarg Fortress

GREETING

feast,
feast.
feast,

P: The grace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All: And also with you.

Hymn of Praise
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Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray together:

All: O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the
breaking of bread. Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him
in his redeeming work, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Acts 2:14a, 36-41

142 peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the
crowd : 3 “Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that
God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you
crucified.”

3”Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter
and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 3 Peter said to
them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit. 3° For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all
who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” “° And
he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save
yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 4! So those who welcomed his
message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were
added.

R: Word of God, Word of Life,
All: Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:17-23

171f you invoke as Father the one who judges impartially according to
each person’s work, live in fear during the time of your exile. 8 You know
that you were ransomed from the futile conduct inherited from your
ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold °but with the
precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish.
20 He was destined before the foundation of the world but was revealed at
the end of the ages for your sake. 2! Through him you have come to trust

in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your
trust and hope are in God.

22Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so
that you have genuine mutual affection, love one another deeply from the
heart. 2 You have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable
seed, through the living and enduring word of God.

R: Word of God, Word of Life,
All: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel: Luke 24:13-35
P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 24th chapter.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.

13Now on that same day two disciples were going to a village called
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, #and talking with each
other about all these things that had happened. ** While they were talking
and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, °but their
eyes were kept from recognizing him. " And he said to them, “What are
you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still,
looking sad. ¥ Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered



him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the
things that have taken place there in these days?” °®He asked them,
“What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who
was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people,
20and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be
condemned to death and crucified him. 2 But we had hoped that he was
the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day
since these things took place. 22 Moreover, some women of our group
astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 2 and when they
did not find his body there they came back and told us that they had
indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. ?* Some of
those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women
had said, but they did not see him.” 2 Then he said to them, “Oh, how
foolish you are and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have
declared! ?® Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these
things and then enter into his glory?” 2’ Then beginning with Moses and
all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the
scriptures.

28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked
ahead as if he were going on. ?*But they urged him strongly, saying,
“Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly
over.” So he went in to stay with them. 3®When he was at the table with
them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 3! Then
their eyes were opened, and they recognized him, and he vanished from
their sight. 3 They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within
us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the
scriptures to us?” *That same hour they got up and returned to
Jerusalem, and they found the eleven and their companions gathered
together. 3 They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has
appeared to Simon!” **Then they told what had happened on the road
and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

P: The Gospel of the Lord,
All: Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Message
Sermon

“Life’s Journey: From Hope, to Discouragement, to New Hope and

Life”

Hymn of the Day
“Day of Arising
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Text: Susan Palo Cherwien. b, 1953
Music: RAABE. Carl E. Schakk, b, 1929

Text © 199% Susan Palo Cherwien. admin. Augsburg Foetress,

Music © 1999 Augshurg Fortress,




Nicene Creed

P: Trusting in Christ’s life, death, and resurrection, let us profess our faith
through the words of the Nicene Creed:

All: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the
Father; through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly
human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the
Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
P: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our
broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

P: Merciful God,
All: receive our prayer.

P: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the
good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen
Savior.

All: Amen.

Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.

All: And also with you!

P: Let us share a sign of Christ's peace in whatever way you are
comfortable.

Offering
“All Who Believed and Are Baptized”
Kingo/Reimann

Offering Prayer

P: Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will
hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,
that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In
the name of Jesus,

All: Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.

All: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

All: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for
the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal
Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed
death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary
Magdalene and Peter and all the withesses of the resurrection, with earth



and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels,

cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

“Holy, Holy, Holy”
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The Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.

Communion

“Lamb of God”
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Communion Music

“Come, Let Us Eat”
ELW # 491
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Text: Billema Kwillia, b. 1925, sts. 1-3; Gilbert E. Doan Ir., b. 1930, st. 4, alt.; tr. Margaret D. Miller. b. 1927, sts. 1-3. alt.

Music: A VA DE, Billema Kwillia, adapt,

Textsts. |13 and e © Lutheran World Fedecation: text SL 4 and music adapt. 8 1972 Candemporary Worslip 4. admene Augsburg Fortress.

‘Breathe”
Barnett/Keveran

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in God’s grace.

All: Amen.

P: Let us pray.

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and
are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious
hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In
the name of Jesus,

All: Amen.

Blessing

P: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the
firstborn of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, *+ bless you
now and forever.

All: Amen.



Sending Song

“This Joyful Eastertide”

Postlude
“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”
Perronet/Holden

We Remember in Prayer; those on our Home Visitation list and those on
our prayer list: Brad Hussung, Brock Woessner, Lori Dewey, Maggie N.,
the Woodworth family, Michelle Klinger, Matt Friel, Sandy Julifs, Mike,

ELW #391
0_| X :
"4 i’pb ; I J[ - - JI
D & e P F—iF T —
j _J_ - 1 1 4 r J
I This joy - ful Eas - ter - tide, a - way with sin and
2 My flesh in  hope shall rest and for a  sea son
3 Death's flood has lost is chill since  Je sus crossed the
0_| e ———— .
(D d 81 N 4 | | =
EEErSsSEES e s s s
sor - - row! My love, the Cru - ci - fied, has
slum - - ber till rump from east to west shall
nv - - er, Lov - er of souls, from ill my
0 b | — Fam
T e e T L s s i 1
{ | I ¥ 4 (7] "
5 : ¥ . , ® <
sprung to life  this mor - FOW.
wake the dead in num ber.
pass - ing soul de - liv er.
Refrain
0 b ‘ : ECE,
S L R R T I I N S [ S-St 8 L
ANIV, 1 . | 1 1 1 1 1
7 - | L 1 I | 1
Had Christ,who once was slain. not burst his three-day pris - on, our
b  —— . , | —
; 1 1 1 } % - } ] ! | |
@ o e © 7 : ¢
faith had been in vain. But now has Christ a - ris - en. a
0| — _—
A | I . | 1 ~ 3
fim- i? - | 1 7] P 1 o | I
@ e} i s & R — b
s - en, a - rs - en, a - r1s - en.

Teat: George R. Woodward, 18481934

Music: VRUECHTEN, Dutch folk tune, 1 7th cent
Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
All: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Dylan Wescott, and Phyllis Jacobson.

Placing our confidence in the sure and certain hope of the resurrection
of our loved ones, we extend our sympathy to the family and friends of
Betty Steinke. Betty passed away on April 14. Betty is the mother of

Dawn Zeigler
May God'’s presence bring you comfort and peace.

Worship Assistants:

Opener/Head Usher/Closer — David Carrillo
Acolytes — Arians family

Greeters — JoAnn & Ruben Garcia

Ushers — Keith Peugh, Nancy Beck

Reader — Keith Peugh

Sound — Bradyn Arians

Communion Assistant — JoAnn Garcia

Altar Guild — Debbie O’Brien, Diane Yoeckel

Musicians:
Maureen Marrandino
Linda VonHolten

Next Week — April 26

Worship Assistants

Opener/Head Usher/Closer — Dawn Waite
Acolytes — Altar Guild

Greeters — Bob & Judy Bartel

Ushers — Donna Kendall, Gary Fields
Reader — Greg Zeigler

Sound — Greg Zeigler



Communion Assistant — Gary Fields
Altar Guild — Debbie O’Brien, Diane Yoeckel
Coffee Fellowship — Volunteer needed



