Sunday, June 14, 2026
9:00 a.m.



Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church
It is a joy to gather together for worship!

St. Paul Purpose Statement
Living Christ centered lives so we may love all, serve our community, and
share the Word.

Sunday Worship Schedule
9:00 a.m. In-person worship with Holy Communion
10:15 a.m. In-person Sunday School — September — May

Communion

We celebrate Jesus' presence each week in Holy Communion. This is the
Lord's Supper and Jesus invites us: whether you are a lifelong Lutheran, or just
considering Christianity; if you are an infant or elderly; if your family has been in
the United States for generations, or has only recently arrived; if you are
LGBTQIA+ or straight; if you live with disabilities, chronic iliness, or are able-
bodied and currently healthy; if you are home-blessed or homeless; ... YOU are
welcome at God's meal of grace at St. Paul.

Accessibility

Handicap parking, entrance, wheelchair, and restrooms are available. Sound
amplifiers and large print bulletins are available. Please ask an usher for
assistance.

Children’s Offering

The June Children’s offering will go to The Caring Center. The Center accepts
donations of household items, clothes, toys, books, etc. Open to the public for
shopping Mon, Tues & Wed 10:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. Each person is allowed an
average of 20 items once a week. Cash donations are much appreciated.

Pastor Mark Luepke, Part-time Interim
pastormark@stpaulsterling.com
1701 16th Ave. Sterling, IL 61081
815-625-3069
Church email: stpaulsterling@comcast.net
www.stpaulsterling.com

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Third Sunday after Pentecost
Moses tells the Israelites that they are called to be a priestly kingdom and a holy people.
Jesus sends out the disciples as laborers into the harvest. In baptism we too are anointed
for ministry, sharing God’s compassion with our needy world. From the Lord’s table we go
forth to proclaim the good news, to heal the sick, and to share our bread with the hungry.

Prelude
“O Church Arise”
arr. James Koerts

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as
the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God, whose compassion endures
forever.
All: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Compassionate God,

All: we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we
cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke
Is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace.
In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

P: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying
heavy burdens, and | will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, +
Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.

All: Amen.


mailto:pastormark@stpaulsterling.com
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Gathering Hymn
“God Is Here!”
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GREETING

P: The grace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

All: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray together:

All: God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and
brought us to yourself. Pour your love into our hearts, that,
overflowing with joy, we may freely share the blessings of your
realm and faithfully proclaim the good news of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

First Reading: Exodus 19:2-8a

2 The Israelites journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of
Sinai, and camped in the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the
mountain.® Then Moses went up to God; the LorD called to him from the
mountain, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob and tell the
Israelites: *‘You have seen what | did to the Egyptians and how | bore
you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. > Now, therefore, if you
obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured
possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, ©but
you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation.” These are the
words that you shall speak to the Israelites.”

"So Moses went, summoned the elders of the people, and set before
them all these words that the LorD had commanded him. 8The people
all answered as one, “Everything that the LORD has spoken we will do.”

R: Word of God, Word of Life,
All: Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 100

R: Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all you lands! Serve the LORD with
gladness; come into God’s presence with a song.

All: Know that the LorD is God, our maker to whom we belong; we
are God’s people and the sheep of God’s pasture.



R: Enter the gates of the LorD with thanksgiving and the courts with
praise; give thanks and bless God’s holy nhame.
All: Good indeed is the LoRD, whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from age to age.

Second Reading: Romans 5:1-8

1 Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in
which we stand, and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God.
3And not only that, but we also boast in our afflictions, knowing that
affliction produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and
character produces hope, ®and hope does not put us to shame, because
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that
has been given to us.

® For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.
"Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps
for a good person someone might actually dare to die. 8 But God proves
his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.

R: Word of God, Word of Life,
All: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

4 — I > 1
 ———— | $ —3 - — } — — i
A s ® -2 s -7 —— - s o —— > i
- - -
Al-le - lu - ja. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
n —

.‘E.I‘p B — i - : - - s - - P
fo } i - = - ! S — 4 C
- nal hfe. Al-lec - lu - a.

gu—
—1 - —— v —
o o e T e i i o E——
1a al - le - lu 1 Al-le - lu 1a

Gospel: Matthew 9:35-10:8
P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 9*" chapter.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.

3% Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their
synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing
every disease and every sickness. **When he saw the crowds, he had
compassion for them because they were harassed and helpless, like
sheep without a shepherd. 3 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is
plentiful, but the laborers are few; 3 therefore ask the Lord of the harvest
to send out laborers into his harvest.”

10:1Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority
over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and
every sickness. ?These are the names of the twelve apostles: first,
Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of
Zebedee and his brother John; 2Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and
Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus and Thaddaeus;
4 Simon the Cananaean and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him.

®These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not take
a road leading to gentiles, and do not enter a Samaritan town, ®but go
rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. ”As you go, proclaim the
good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.” 8 Cure the sick;
raise the dead; cleanse those with a skin disease; cast out demons. You
received without payment; give without payment.

P: The Gospel of the Lord,
All: Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Message

Sermon
“Being Carried on Eagles’ Wings”



Hymn of the Day
“In Christ Called to Baptize”
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Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947

Mousic: S1. Dexto, Welsh traditional

lext €2 1995 Pilgnm Press
Apostles Creed
P: Trusting in Christ’s life, death, and resurrection, let us profess our faith
through the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
All: | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of Intercession
P: Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the
needs of the world.

A brief silence.

P: God of grace,
All: hear our prayer.

P: Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and
unspoken prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior.
All: Amen.

Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.

All: And also with you!

P:. Let us share a sign of Christ's peace in whatever way you are
comfortable.

Offering
“There Is a Redeemer”
arr. Bryce Inman

Offering Prayer
P: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take
heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste



your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit
abiding with us now and forever.
All: Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.

All: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

All: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God.
You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, ever to
be adored in your eternal glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with
the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
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Text: Per Harling, b. 1945

Music: DU AR HELIG, Per Harting

Smg ho

Textand pusic © 1990 Ton Vis Produktion AB. admin. Augsburg Fortress in North Amenica,
South America, and Central Amenica, including the Canbbean,

The Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer

- san - na

God!

our

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION Blessing

P: Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, + one God, bless, heal, and hold you
Communion today and always.
All: Amen.
“Lamb of God” _
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Breathe o bring truth and love to ev - ry na - tion.
arr. Cra]g Curry Text: Handt Hanson
Music: GOIN PEACE, Handt Hanson
P RAYER AFTE R COM M U N I ON Text and music © 1996 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church. Inc.
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep Dismissal
you in God’s grace. P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
All: Amen. All: Thanks be to God.
P: Let us pray. Postlude
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are “Take Mv Life That | Mav Be”
filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this y viay be
Havergal/Pharris/Sedio

holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We
ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and
forever.

All: Amen.



We Remember in Prayer; those on our Home Visitation list and those on
our prayer list: Maggie Villafuerto, Richard J., Melinda, Callahan
McCallister, Brad Hussung, Brock Woessner, Lori Dewey, the Woodworth
family, Michelle Klinger, Matt Friel, Sandy Julifs, Mike, Dylan Wescott,
and Phyllis Jacobson.

Worship Assistants:

Opener/Head Usher/Closer — David Carrillo
Acolytes — Altar Guild

Greeters — Bev Graunke, Donna Kendall
Ushers — Carolyn Duncan, Dan Dir

Reader — Carolyn Duncan

Sound — Greg Zeigler

Communion Assistant — Greg Zeigler

Altar Guild — Judy Bartel, Donna Kendall

Musicians:

Live:

Julie Woessner DeJonge
Recorded:

Julie McCord

Gerad Von Holten

Dawn Zeigler

Next Week — June 21- Worship Assistants
Opener/Head Usher/Closer — Dawn Waite
Acolytes — Altar Guild

Greeters — Bob & Judy Bartel

Ushers — Nancy Beck, Gary Fields

Reader — JoOAnn Garcia

Sound — David Carrillo

Communion Assistant — Janie Billings

Altar Guild — Judy Bartel, Donna Kendall
Coffee Fellowship — Volunteer needed



