ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
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Join us as we kick-off the start of the Sunday School
Year! Families will register their children for Sunday
School while the kids get to play and celebrate. We

will have snacks and treats, games, and the bounce
house available for students and families.
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CONTACT MISS GABBY WITH ANY QUESTIONS
GABBY@STPAULSTERLING.COM
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Sunday, September 6, 2026
9:00 a.m.



Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church
It is a joy to gather together for worship!

St. Paul Purpose Statement
Living Christ centered lives so we may love all, serve our community, and
share the Word.

Sunday Worship Schedule
9:00 a.m. In-person worship with Holy Communion
10:15 a.m. In-person Sunday School — September — May

Communion

We celebrate Jesus' presence each week in Holy Communion. This is the
Lord's Supper and Jesus invites us: whether you are a lifelong Lutheran, or just
considering Christianity; if you are an infant or elderly; if your family has been in
the United States for generations, or has only recently arrived; if you are
LGBTQIA+ or straight; if you live with disabilities, chronic iliness, or are able-
bodied and currently healthy; if you are home-blessed or homeless; ... YOU are
welcome at God's meal of grace at St. Paul.

Accessibility

Handicap parking, entrance, wheelchair, and restrooms are available. Sound
amplifiers and large print bulletins are available. Please ask an usher for
assistance.

Children’s Offering

The September Children’s offering will go to towards The Buddy Bag program. Be
assured that every penny donated goes only to the cost of purchasing the food. All
administrative costs are covered separately.

Pastor Mark Luepke, Part-time Interim
pastormark@stpaulsterling.com
1701 16th Ave. Sterling, IL 61081
815-625-3069
Church email: stpaulsterling@comcast.net
www.stpaulsterling.com

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in
today's gospel are often used in situations having to do with church
discipline. The prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to turn from
their ways, and Paul reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the law. We
gather in the name of Christ, assured that he is present among us with
gifts of peace and reconciliation.

Prelude
Hymn Sing
Your favorite hymns will be played

Welcome/Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as
the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who pours love into our hearts
and healing upon the earth.
All: Amen.

P: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess
our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Compassionate God, we confess that we struggle to embody your
goodness in the world and in our own hearts. Creation groans from
overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference
keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine
love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and
reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people,
following the way of Jesus Christ.

All: Amen.
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P: Hear this good news: We have peace with God through + Jesus
Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the
promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

All: Amen.

Gathering Hymn
“The Night You Gave Us, God, Has Ended”
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The  night you gave us, God, has end - ed,

1
2 We  thank you for each glo - rious sun - rise
3 Bless those who work in hours of dark - ness,
4 We  pray for en - er - gy and pas - sion
5 We  praise you, God, for na - ture’s rhy - thms,
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the dark - ness hails the sun’s bright  rays;
that paints the earth a gold - en hue;
who  serve and toil while oth - ers sleep;
to live our lives each day for you;
for dark and day - light, stars and sun;
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as shad - ows flee and earth a - wak - ens,
each day your grace grants new be - gin - nings,
their lives of car - ing and pro - tect - ing
may all a - round us sense your  pres - ence
your whole cre - a - tion sings your glo - ry,
e
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we rise a - gain to sing your praise.
the  chance to start a - gain a - new.
re - flect your love ) strong and deep.
in all we say and all we do.
(0] Trin - i -ty most Ho - ly One.

Text: Wayne L, Wold, b, 1954
Music: ST. CLEMENT, Clement C. Scholeficld, 18391904

Text © 2020 Augsbury Fortress

GREETING

P: The grace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

All: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray together:

All: O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your
perpetual mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far
from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives
life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

First Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-11

"So you, mortal, | have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever
you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If
| say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not
speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in
their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. °But if you warn
the wicked to turn from their ways and they do not turn from their ways,
the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life.

10Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our
transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because
of them; how then can we live?” ' Say to them: As | live, says the Lord
Gop, | have no pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the wicked
turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for
why will you die, O house of Israel?

R: Word of God, Word of Life,
All: Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 119:33-40

R: Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, and | shall keep it to the
end.

All: Give me understanding, and | shall keep your teaching; | shall
keep it with all my heart.

R: Lead me in the path of your commandments, for that is my desire.



All: Incline my heart to your decrees and not to unjust gain.

R: Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; give me life in your way.

All: Fulfill your promise to your servant, which is for those who fear
you.

R: Turn away the reproach that | dread, because your judgments are
good.

All: Behold, I long for your commandments; by your righteousness
enliven me.

Second Reading: Romans 13:8-14

8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves
another has fulfilled the law. ® The commandments, “You shall not commit
adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,”
and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.” *°Love does no wrong to a neighbor;
therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

1 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for
you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we
became believers; 12the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then
throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; *let us
walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit
sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. *Instead, put on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its
desires.

R: Word of God, Word of Life,
All: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20
P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 16™ chapter.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to the disciples: °“If your brother or sister sins against you,
go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are
listened to, you have regained that one. ®But if you are not listened to,
take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be
confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 7If that person
refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the offender refuses to
listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a gentile and a tax
collector. ¥ Truly | tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.
19 Again, truly | tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you
ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. ?° For where two or
three are gathered in my name, | am there among them.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord,
All: Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Message



Sermon

“Confrontation and Reconciliation”

Hymn of the Day

“Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling”
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I Soft - ly and ten-der - ly Je-sus is call - ing., call - ing for
2 Why should we tar - ry when Je -sus is plead-ing. plead - ing for
3 Oh, for the won-der - ful love he has prom-ised. prom-ised for
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you and for me. See. on the por - tals he’s wait-ing and watch-ing,
you and for me?  Why should we lin - ger and heed not his mer-cies,
you and for me! Though we have sinned, he has mer-cy and par- don,
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watch-ing for you and for me.
mer - cies for you and for me? “Come home, come home!
par - don for you and for me.
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You who are wea-ry, come home.” Ear - nest-ly, ten-der - ly,
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Je-sus is call-ing, call-ing, “O  sin-ner, come home!”

Text: Will 1. Thompson, 1847-190%)
Music: THOMPSON, Will L. Thompson

Apostles Creed

P: Trusting in Christ’s life, death, and resurrection, let us profess our faith
through the words of the Apostles’ Creed:

All: | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of Intercession
P: Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers,
confident that God hears us.

A brief silence.

P: Hear us, God.
All: Your mercy is great.

P: Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and
whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
All: Amen.

Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.

All: And also with you!

P:. Let us share a sign of Christ's peace in whatever way you are
comfortable.

Offering
“Come Into My Heart, Lord Jesus”
arr. Jack Schrader

Offering Prayer
P: God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use



our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our
neighbors, today and always.
All: Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.

All: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

All: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with
the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:

“Holy, Holy, Holy”
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Ho - san - na in the high est. You are ho - ly, God.

The Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry,
come!

Communion



“Lamb of God” P. The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances

B a— e - — through the interceding of the Spirit.
3 Jro—— RE L gh — All: Amen.
Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world: have
M P: The God of grace *+ bless you now and forever.
é N e o All: Amen.
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Blessing that  all in ev - 'ty land  be clothed and fed.

. : : for 0 - ple ev - 'ry-where, that all a live.
P: The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of ol o R W 5 your love e « gbw:
Christ Jesus. Guide all we say and do. Your will  be done.
All: Amen. Text: Georgia Harkness, 18911974, ult,

Music: ITALIAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, 1716-1796
Text © 1955, ren, 1983 The Hymn Society, admin Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, 1L 60188, All rights reserved



Dismissal
P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
All: Thanks be to God.

Postlude
“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”
arr. David Lasky

We Remember in Prayer; those on our Home Visitation list and those on
our prayer list: Craig Green, Tricia M., Ken & Stephanie, Maggie
Villafuerto, Richard J., Callahan McCallister, Brock Woessner, Lori
Dewey, Michelle Klinger, Matt Friel, Sandy Julifs, Mike, and Phyllis
Jacobson.

Worship Assistants:

Opener/Head Usher/Closer — Mary Ordean
Acolytes — Ordean family

Greeters — Bill & Carolyn Duncan

Ushers — Ruben & JoAnn Garcia

Reader — Bill Duncan

Sound — Greg Zeigler

Communion Assistant — Janie Billings
Altar Guild — Ann Beswick, JoAnn Garcia

Musicians:
Maureen Marrandino
Amy Zeigler
Dawn Zeigler

Next Week — September 13

Worship Assistants:

Opener/Head Usher/Closer — Volunteer Needed
Acolytes — Arians family

Greeters — Ann Beswick, Bev Graunke

Ushers — Nancy Beck, Gary Fields

Reader — Ann Beswick

Sound — Bradyn Arians

Communion Assistant — Gary Fields
Altar Guild — Ann Beswick, JoAnn Garcia
Coffee Fellowship — Volunteer Needed



